WEEK 6: THE MYSTERY REVEALED

Big Idea: The mystery is finally revealed: God is uniting Jew and Gentile in Christ, and
through faith in Him we have bold access to God.

SCRIPTURE

Read this passage slowly.

Ephesians 3:1-13 (NIV)

1 For this reason |, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— 2
Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to me
for you, 3 that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as | have already
written briefly. 4 In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into
the mystery of Christ, ® which was not made known to people in other generations
as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets. © This
mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel,
members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus.

7 | became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me through the
working of his power. 8 Although | am less than the least of all the Lord's people, this
grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ, ®
and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages
past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. ° His intent was that now,
through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the
rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, ! according to his eternal purpose that
he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 1?2 In him and through faith in him we may
approach God with freedom and confidence. ** | ask you, therefore, not to be
discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are your glory.

L CONTEXT: PAUL'S IMPRISONMENT

When Paul writes "I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus" (verse 1), he is not just being
dramatic. He is literally a prisoner, most likely in Rome, awaiting trial. Why? Because
his ministry to the Gentiles enraged many Jews. They saw him as a traitor for
declaring that Gentiles could be full members of God's family without becoming
Jews first. Opposition to this message eventually led to his arrest in Jerusalem, trials
in Caesarea, and imprisonment in Rome. Paul does not see himself as Rome's
prisoner; he sees himself as Christ's prisoner, suffering for the sake of the gospel
going to the Gentiles.



& A CLOSER LOOK: "MYSTERY"

When Paul uses the word "mystery," he doesn't mean something mysterious or hard
to understand. In the Bible, a "mystery" is a divine secret that was hidden in the past
but has now been revealed by God. It's not a puzzle you solve with your intellect; it's a
truth God unveils at the right time. The mystery Paul's talking about (verse 6) isn't
that Gentiles would be saved -- the Old Testament prophesied that. The mystery is
that believing Jews and Gentiles would be in the same body, with equal status, as
one new humanity. This was revolutionary and shocking in Paul's day. Although the
Old Testament hinted that Gentiles would share in God's blessing, it was not clearly
revealed that Jews and Gentiles would be joined together in one body with equal
status until God unveiled it through the apostles and prophets.

WARM-UP

Q: Have you ever been let in on a secret that changed how you saw something? How
did knowing the secret make you feel?

OBSERVATION

1. According to verses 3-6, what is "the mystery" Paul is talking about? Why is this
revolutionary?

2. Look at verses 7-8. How does Paul describe himself and his calling? What does this
tell us about how God works?

3. According to verse 12, how can we approach God? What does this tell us about our
relationship with Him?

4. In verse 13, Paul asks them not to be discouraged by his suffering. Why would his
suffering be "their glory" rather than a reason for discouragement?



APPLICATION

1. Paul says he was given a responsibility to make the mystery known (verses 2, 9). As
followers of Jesus, we've been entrusted with this same mystery. Who in your life
doesn't know that God welcomes everyone into His family through Christ? What's
one way you could make this mystery plain to them this week?

2. The mystery is that God has made people from completely different backgrounds
into one family (verse 6). Look at your relationships with other believers. Does your
life reflect this diversity? If you're staying in your comfortable tribe, what will you do
to change that this week?

3. Verse 12 says that because of Christ, "we may approach God with freedom and
confidence." How does knowing God's secret plan (that you're fully included, fully
welcomed, an equal heir) change the way you pray? Is there an area where you've
been timid or hesitant to bring to God that you need to approach with confidence
this week?

PRAYER





