WEEK 5: BREAKING DOWN WALLS

Big Idea: Through the cross, Christ destroyed the dividing wall of hostility, turning
enemies into family and creating one new humanity where God dwells.

SCRIPTURE

Read this passage slowly.

Ephesians 2:11-22 (NIV)

11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called
"uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision" (which is done in
the body by human hands)— 2 remember that at that time you were separate from
Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the
promise, without hope and without God in the world. ** But now in Christ Jesus you
who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.

14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed
the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, 1> by setting aside in his flesh the law with its
commands and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity
out of the two, thus making peace, ¢ and in one body to reconcile both of them to
God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. 17 He came and
preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. *8 For
through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit.

19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with
God's people and also members of his household, 2° built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 2! In him
the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.
22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God
lives by his Spirit.

I CONTEXT: JEWISH-GENTILE HOSTILITY

In the first century, Jews and Gentiles despised each other. Jews followed strict
dietary laws, observed the Sabbath, and practiced circumcision. Gentiles did none of
those. Jews considered Gentiles unclean; Gentiles saw Jews as strange and
separatist. This wasn't just cultural tension; it was deep-rooted hatred on both sides.
In the Jerusalem temple, there was a literal stone wall separating the Court of the



Gentiles from the inner courts where Jews worshiped. Warning signs posted on the
wall declared that any foreigner who crossed it would be responsible for his own
death. When Paul says Jesus "destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility,"
he's saying the cross demolished what centuries of hatred had built.

&\ A CLOSER LOOK: "ONE NEW HUMANITY"

In verse 15, Paul says Jesus created "one new humanity" (some translations say "one
new man"). This is crucial: Jesus didn't turn Gentiles into Jews or Jews into Gentiles.
He didn't ask one side to assimilate into the other. Instead, He lifted both groups out
of their old identities and created something entirely new. In this new humanity, our
primary identity is no longer our ethnicity, background, or culture, but Christ. We're
not Jews or Gentiles anymore; we're Christians, a new people unified by the cross.

WARM-UP

Q: When have you felt like an outsider or like you didn't belong? What changed
that?

OBSERVATION

1. Look at verses 11-12. Paul asks the Gentiles to "remember" their past. What five
specific things were true of them before Christ brought them near?

2. Look at verses 14-16. What did Jesus do to the "dividing wall of hostility," and what
did He use to accomplish this?

3. In verses 19-20, Paul says that we are now "fellow citizens" and "members of God's
household," built on the foundation of apostles and prophets with Christ as the
cornerstone. What do these metaphors tell us about our new identity and status?

4. In verses 21-22, Paul shifts to temple language: we are a "holy temple in the Lord"
and "a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit." What is the purpose of this temple,
and how does this change the way we view our gathering as a church?



APPLICATION

1. Paul says Jesus destroyed the "dividing wall of hostility." Think about people in your
life or in this city who feel far from you culturally, politically, racially, or generationally.
What walls still divide us? Be specific.

2. Verse 15 says Jesus created "one new humanity" by making our primary identity
Christ, not our cultural or political background. When you walk into a room, is
"Christian" truly your primary identity? Or does your political affiliation, your race,
your socioeconomic status, or your generation announce itself first?

3. We are being "built together" into a dwelling place for God (verse 22). Is there a
wall between you and another believer, maybe because of a grudge, a
disagreement, or just being different from you? What's one way you could show love
toward that person this week?

PRAYER





