
WEEK 4: "BUT GOD"  

Big Idea: We were dead in our sin, but God made us alive in Christ. Grace changes 
everything. 

 

SCRIPTURE 

Read this passage slowly. 

Ephesians 2:1-10 (NIV) 
¹ As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, ² in which you used to 
live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the 
air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. ³ All of us also lived 
among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following its 
desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. ⁴ But 
because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, ⁵ made us alive with Christ 
even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. ⁶ 
And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in 
Christ Jesus, ⁷ in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable 
riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. ⁸ For it is by grace 
you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— ⁹ not by works, so that no one can boast. ¹⁰ For we are God's handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to 
do. 

 

🏛 CONTEXT: SPIRITUAL DEATH 

When Paul says we were "dead” in “transgressions and sins," he's not talking about 
physical death. Spiritual death means being separated from God, unable to have a 
relationship with Him. Just as a physically dead person cannot respond to the living, 
a spiritually dead person cannot respond to God. This death isn't dramatic or 
obvious. People who are spiritually dead can be successful, moral, and happy by the 
world's standards. But without God making them alive, they remain cut off from the 
source of true life. 

 



🔍 A CLOSER LOOK: "GOD'S HANDIWORK" 

In verse 10, Paul says that "we are God's handiwork." The Greek word is poiēma, from 
which we get our English word "poem." It means a work of art, a masterpiece, 
something crafted with skill and care. When God saves you, He doesn't just stamp 
"forgiven" on you and move on. He remakes you as His masterpiece. You are not 
mass-produced; you are handcrafted. That is why Paul says we are "created in Christ 
Jesus" -- it's a new creation, not just renovation. God takes dead material and creates 
something beautiful, unique, and purposeful. 

 

WARM-UP 

Q: What's one thing you're really grateful for that you didn't earn or deserve? 

 

OBSERVATION 

1. Look at verses 1-3. How does Paul describe our condition before God acted? 
What were we following, and what did we deserve? 

LEADER NOTE: 
Our condition: dead in transgressions and sins (spiritually separated from God). 
What we were following: the ways of this world, the ruler of the kingdom of the air 
(Satan), and the cravings of our flesh. What we deserved: by nature, deserving of 
wrath. This is a bleak picture, but notice Paul says "we" and "us" -- he includes 
himself and all believers. We all were in this condition. This isn't about looking down 
on non-Christians but remembering where we came from. The goal isn't shame but 
gratitude for what God has done. 

 

2. In verses 4-6, what does God do for us? What motivates Him to do it? 

LEADER NOTE: 
What God does: made us alive with Christ (verse 5), raised us up with Christ (verse 6), 
and seated us with him in the heavenly realms (verse 6). His motivation: great love 
and rich mercy. Notice the past-tense verbs. This already happened. You're not 
waiting to be raised someday; you were raised with Christ. "But God" is the hinge. 
Verse 3 ends with wrath. Verse 4 begins with love. Everything changes in two words. 



The same resurrection power that worked in Christ (1:20) works in you. You went 
from dead to enthroned. 

 

3. According to verses 8-9, how are we saved? What is the role of grace, faith, 
and works in salvation? 

LEADER NOTE: 
How we're saved: by grace through faith (verse 8). Grace is God's undeserved gift -- 
we didn't earn it and can't earn it. Faith is trusting what God has done rather than 
what we do. It's like receiving a gift: grace is the gift; faith is opening your hands to 
receive it. You didn't earn the gift, but you do have to receive it. Works have no role 
in getting saved (verse 9). Many people struggle here because it sounds too easy. 
They want to contribute something. But Paul is emphatic: Salvation is "the gift of 
God," so "no one can boast." This crushes both pride (I earned it) and despair (I can't 
earn it). Salvation is not a reward for good people; it's a gift for dead people. 

 

4. In verse 10, Paul says that we are God's “workmanship,” created for good 
works that God “prepared in advance for us to do.” What's the difference 
between being saved by works (verse 9) and being created for works (verse 10)? 
What does “prepared in advance” tell us? 

LEADER NOTE: 
Workmanship (poiēma) means we are God's masterpiece, His work of art. Here's 
why this matters: if we are the workmanship, then salvation can't be by our 
works. We are the work God is doing. Key distinction: not saved by works (verse 9) 
but created for works (verse 10). "Prepared in advance" means God has already 
prepared a path of good works. This isn't working to earn something from God; we 
walk in the path He prepared, trusting Him to work in and through us 
(Philippians 2:13). The focus shifts from trying harder to please God to walking by 
faith as God empowers the work He's called you to. 

 

APPLICATION 

1. Paul says we were “dead” (verse 1) but God made us alive (verse 5). When you 
think about what God rescued you from, what are you most grateful for? How 
will you express that gratitude this week? 



LEADER NOTE: 
This shifts from introspection to gratitude. What God rescued you from: death, 
wrath, slavery to sin, separation from God, hopelessness. Even people who grew up 
in church were spiritually dead before God made them alive. Expressing gratitude 
concretely: Don't let them stay vague ("I'll thank God"). Push for specificity: "Will you 
write a prayer of thanks? Share your story with someone? Serve joyfully? Give 
generously?" The goal is moving from felt gratitude (internal) to expressed 
gratitude (external action). Gratitude that stays inside isn't gratitude; it's just a warm 
feeling. 

 

2. Verses 8-9 are clear: Salvation is by grace through faith, not by works. In what 
areas of your life are you still trying to earn God's approval instead of resting in 
His grace? What would it look like to stop performing and start receiving? 

LEADER NOTE: 
Many Christians intellectually believe in grace but functionally operate by works. 
Common areas: anxiety about not praying enough, Bible reading as duty, serving to 
feel worthy, guilt when they fail, trying to be "good enough." Help them envision the 
shift: "If you truly believed God's approval was a gift you already have, not a reward 
you're working toward, what would change?" "Receiving" looks different in each 
area. If they're over-serving, receiving means resting in God's love whether they 
serve or not. If they're anxious about prayer, receiving means talking to God as a 
child, not an employee clocking in. This connects to Week 2's adoption: You're 
already in the family. The goal is shifting from striving to resting, from performance 
to grateful obedience. 

 

3. Verse 10 says God created you for good works He prepared in advance. Think 
about the needs around you in your family, workplace, neighborhood, or church 
(your corners!). Where is there a gap you could fill? What's one specific good 
work God might be calling you to this week, and how will you walk in it, trusting 
His power rather than your own effort? 

LEADER NOTE: 
This is where rubber meets road. Push for specificity: not "be nicer" but "apologize 
to my coworker," not "serve more" but "invite my neighbor to dinner." The phrase 
"prepared in advance" means God has already set up opportunities; your job is to 
walk into them. Distinguish between working for approval (exhausting, 
enslaving) and working from approval (joyful, empowering). This is from approval 
-- you're already loved. If they struggle to identify a good work, ask: "What need 



around you keeps coming to your attention? That might be God's prepared path 
for you." 

 

PRAYER 
 
  


