Week 7: Compassionate

We've spent six weeks building foundations — understanding transformation,
brokenness, mission, family, authenticity, and presence. Now we turn to four
practical measures of growth. Over the next four weeks, we'll explore how to know
we're becoming more like Jesus through being compassionate, available, spirit-led,
and empowering.

Big Idea: We are becoming people of compassion — seeing others as Jesus does
and joining Him in His mission to hurting people.

& Before you begin, watch this week's video at stfchurch.com/groups.

Scripture

Read this passage slowly. Ask God: What are You showing me about Your heart for
people? How does this reveal what it means to be compassionate?

Matthew 9:35-38 (CSB)

35 Jesus continued going around to all the towns and villages, teaching in
their synagogues, preaching the good news of the kingdom, and healing
every disease and every sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he felt
compassion for them, because they were distressed and dejected, like
sheep without a shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, "The harvest is
abundant, but the workers are few. 38 Therefore, pray to the Lord of the
harvest to send out workers into his harvest field."

Warm-Up Question

Who is someone you know that consistently shows compassion to others? What
impact has that had on you or people around them?

Observation

1. What do you notice about Jesus' activities in verse 35? How does He
meet people's needs holistically?

2. What condition does Jesus see in the crowds? What does “sheep
without a shepherd” reveal about their greatest need?
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3. In verse 37, Jesus says, “The harvest is abundant.” What does this
suggest about how many people are ready to respond to the
gospel? How might this challenge our assumptions about
evangelism?

4. How does Jesus' compassion lead to action in verses 37-38? What
does He tell the disciples to do about the abundant harvest and the
need for workers?"

Application

5. When you look at people in your daily life — neighbors, coworkers,
strangers — what do you tend to notice first? How might Jesus be
inviting you to see them differently?

6. Where do you see people who seem spiritually lost or searching?
How might God be stirring you to care about their greatest need?
Think back to the corner you identified in Week 3.

For Groups:

7. What's one way our group could show compassion that opens
doors for gospel conversations in our community?

Prayer
Close by asking God to give you His heart of compassion:

e Praise Jesus for His compassion toward people who are hurting and don't
know Him yet.

e Admit ways you've been indifferent to people who don't know Jesus or
avoided talking about faith.

e Thank God for those who showed you compassion and told you about Jesus.
Pray to the Lord of the harvest to send out workers into His harvest field.
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Becoming Between Sundays
Try This

Each day this week, pray: "Jesus, help me see the spiritual condition of people
around me today." Ask Him to show you one person who needs to know Him.

Stretch This

Have a spiritual conversation with someone in your corner this week. Ask about their
background with faith, share how God has been working in your life, or invite them
to church or your group.

Share This

Before your next group meeting, share the gospel with someone. If you don't know
how to do that, go to https://www.namb.net/evangelism/3circles/.
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https://www.namb.net/evangelism/3circles/
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