
STF Group Guide: The Stories They Could Tell

Key Scripture:

Luke 1:26–38 (NIV)

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in
Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored!
The Lord is with you.”

29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But
the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive
and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son
of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over
Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.”

34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”

35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in
her sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.”

38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left
her.

Discussion Questions:

1. The sermon mentions that God often chooses the "meek, misunderstood, lonely, lost,
misfortunate, and even the foolish" to carry out His mission. How does this challenge our
perceptions of who God can use? What does 1 Corinthians 1:27 say about this?

2. The sermon states, "Standing with God is not achieved through your stature/status but
through a surrendered life." What does a surrendered life look like in practical terms?

3. In what areas of your life do you need to embrace Mary's attitude of surrender and say, 'May
your word to me be fulfilled'?
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4. Discuss the parallels between the Jewish marriage customs mentioned and Jesus' words in
John 14:1-4. How does this deepen your understanding of Christ's return?

5. Mary remained devoted to Jesus from His birth to His death. What challenges might she
have faced in maintaining this devotion?

6. The sermon mentions that many serve faithfully without recognition, but God notices. How
can we encourage and support those serving "behind the scenes" in our church community?


