STF Leader Guide: Hospitality and Worship

Ice Breaker:
e Share about a time when you experienced great hospitality. How did it make you feel?

Key Takeaways:

1. Hospitality is both costly and commanded by God.

2. The early Church practiced radical hospitality, even during times of crisis.

3. Hospitality can become a distraction from what's most important - our relationship with
Jesus.

Key Scripture: Luke 10:38—42 (NIV)

38 As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named
Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet
listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be
made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the
work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried
and upset about many things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has
chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.”

Discussion Questions:

1. The sermon mentions that some people are natural "Marys" while others are "Marthas."
Which do you relate to more, and why?

Make sure everyone knows there is no judgment on their answer. We are all designed differently
and each needs to learn what it looks like to be healthy and follow Jesus in our own way. The
Church needs each of us and our different gifts.

2. How has the concept of hospitality changed in our modern culture? What are the obstacles in
our local context that create barriers to the practice of Christian hospitality?

Busyness, technology, and living far from family and “home” all create barriers to hospitality.
There is an almost endless list of barriers in our context.

3. What are practical ways that we can overcome the barriers to hospitality in our city?

One of the greatest things we can do is to give the gift of going first. People in our city are
hungry for community and to be known because God wired that into us and yet few people are
willing to take the initiative to get started. The ways to do this are endless but the biggest
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component is stepping out in faith to get started. Start a conversation. Invite someone over for
dinner. It doesn’t have to be perfect.

4. How might our approach to hospitality change if we truly believed we were serving Jesus
himself, as suggested in Matthew 25:35-407?

Matthew 25:35—-40 (NIV)

35 For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 | needed clothes and you
clothed me, | was sick and you looked after me, | was in prison and you came to visit
me.’ 37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and
feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger
and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in
prison and go to visit you?’ 40 “The King will reply, ‘“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’

Hospitality would become a priority rather than an option.

5. How might our perspective on holiday preparations change if we focus more on the 'one thing
needed' that Jesus mentions to Martha?

When we are focused on Jesus and loving people as an act of service to Him, people rather
than gifts or decorations become the priority. When we serve and prepare, it is as an act of love
rather than a “have to” that causes jealousy or frustration. Prioritizing people is permission for
everything not to have to be perfect. People will remember how you made them feel, not that
your house was spotless. Oftentimes our preparations are more about how we will be viewed
than caring for our guests.

6. In what ways can we ensure that our acts of service and hospitality don't distract us from the
'one thing' that Jesus says is needed?

Maintaining rhythms of spiritual habits and spending time with Jesus is always the main thing.
Putting Jesus first practically is a great way to shift your perspective before life happens.

Prayer:

We encourage you to pray for every request as they are shared. Splitting guys and girls is a
great way for co-ed groups to be more open and transparent.

Checking the STF Prayer Wall App and praying for one of the requests is a great way to
encourage your group to begin praying for our church family.

Practical Applications:
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1. This week, invite someone you don't know well (perhaps a new neighbor or coworker)
for a meal or coffee.

2. Reflect on your priorities. Are there areas where "preparations” are distracting you from
your relationship with Jesus? Make a plan to address this.

3. As a group, brainstorm ways to make your church more welcoming to visitors and
newcomers.



