
STF Group Guide: Who Do You Say Jesus Is?

Welcome to a new semester of groups! We pray that as your group studies the scriptures and
applies them to your life that you will grow together and begin to look more like Jesus.

Announcements:

Weekend to Remember: A marriage retreat at the Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay from Sept 27-29 is a
great way to invest in your marriage. Use the code “pastorjj” for $100 off.

Discover STF: Do you want to become a member of South Tampa Fellowship or learn more about
STF, what we believe, and how to get involved? Discover class is our onramp to membership and
connection. Join us September 22nd!

Key Scripture: Matthew 16:13-19

13 “When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people
say the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I
am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus replied,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by
my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven;
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you lose on earth will be loosed
in heaven.”

Key Takeaways:

1. The question "Who is Jesus Christ?" is the most important question we can answer in life.

2. Jesus is not a customizable figure; there is only the real Jesus, not versions we create to suit our
preferences.

3. The Church belongs to Jesus, and He is actively building it. The Church is on the offensive, not
the defensive.

Opening Question:

● What's the most important question you've ever been asked in your life? How did you
respond?

Discussion Questions:

1. Why is it significant that Jesus chose Caesarea Philippi, a place of pagan worship, to ask His
disciples about His identity?



STF Group Guide: Who Do You Say Jesus Is?

Jesus is making his claim to be God at the home base of other religions. He is also making a claim
to be the only God in a context that absorbed many different belief systems. Jesus is the one true
God!

2. What are some common misconceptions about Jesus, from Christians and non-Christians, in
our society today? Are they similar or different from the misconceptions about Him in his own
day?

Misconceptions about Jesus in his own day included that he would be a political or military leader,
that he was a blasphemer (falsely claiming to be God) or that he was demon-possessed. Today
misconceptions are that he was just a prophet, a nice guy, good teacher or a myth. The two sets are
in direct contradiction.

3. The sermon states, "You don't get your own personal Jesus." How are you most tempted to
create your own version of Jesus?

In the previous question, we looked at misrepresentations of Jesus we see in culture. In this
question, we look at our own hearts. We are all tempted to pick and choose the things we want to
believe about Jesus based on our own preferences.

If people are slow to share, ask them what their favorite things about Jesus are and then ask the
things that are the most difficult for them to accept.

4. In what ways can we ensure that our understanding of Jesus is based on biblical truth rather
than personal preferences or cultural influences?

By spending time meditating on who Jesus is in Scripture.

Acts 17:11 (NIV)

11 Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they received
the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said
was true.

5. How does understanding that the church belongs to Christ and not to any individual or group
change your perspective on church involvement?

Each member of the church is important and no one person or group can be the body without the
rest. This should focus individual thought on how being a part of the church means you are involved,
or should be.

1 Corinthians 12:27 (NIV)

27Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.
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6. How does the image of "the gates of hell not prevailing against the church" encourage or
challenge you in your faith? (Remember, gates are defensive. That means the church is on
the offensive.)

It is easy to think we are on the defensive but God is on the move and we know that in the end He
wins. The gates of hell guard only hell. It is the last bastion of defense for Satan and he is not safe
there either.

7. The sermon states, "The gates of hell aren't just out there; they're also in here." What are
some "gates of hell" you've experienced in your own life?

Pray that people in your group will be willing to get honest about their challenges.

Prayer:

We encourage you to pray for every request as they are shared. Splitting guys and girls is a great
way for co-ed groups to be more open and transparent.

Practical Applications:

These are takehomes for your group. Feel free to discuss if any of them stand out to you but this is
bonus material.

1. Reflect on your personal answer to "Who do you say Jesus is?" Write it down and consider
sharing it with the group.

2. Identify one "gate of hell" in your life (e.g., addictions, fears, harmful relationships) that you need
to confront. Create an action plan to address it this week and share it with someone you trust.

3. Look for an opportunity to share your understanding of Jesus' identity with someone who may
have a different view. Don’t forget to pray for opportunities!


