COMMUNITY GROUP STUDY GUIDE

For the week of November 5, 2023

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Operation Shoe Box

Pick up a box from any campus and return it by Sunday November 12 at the BP campus. This is a great thing to do with your
Community Group!

Divorce Care | Surviving the Holidays, November 7, 2023, 6:30 - 8:30pm, Davis Islands Campus

DivorceCare is a safe place where caring people come alongside you as you find healing from the pain of separation or divorce. On
November 7th, we will be hosting a special one night seminar focusing on surviving the holiday season. Register at stfchurch.com/
events

Grateful Night, Sunday, November 19, 6-7pm, Ballast Point Campus

Prepare your heart for Thanksgiving week with an evening of worship

My Story

1. What is one small thing you did today for someone else?

2. When are you tempted to be less than fully faithful?

Quick Review: Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time
or something that caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?

Digging Deeper

1. Think about John 6:5-11 What if the person who packed the boy’s lunch never learned that five thousand people were
miraculously fed by that lunch? How is this like or unlike the situation you find yourself in most days?

John 6:5-11 (New International Version)

When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd coming toward him, he said to Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these
people to eat?” He asked this only to test him, for he already had in mind what he was going to do.

Philip answered him, “It would take more than half a year’s wages to buy enough bread for each one to have a bite!”


http://stfchurch.com/events

Another of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, spoke up, “Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two
small fish, but how far will they go among so many?”

Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” There was plenty of grass in that place, and they sat down (about five thousand
men were there). Jesus then took the loaves, gave thanks, and distributed to those who were seated as much as they
wanted. He did the same with the fish.

2. We heard this weekend that doing things God’s way is the smart choice. It’s easy to think that when we obey, it will
result in immediate rewards and earthly blessings. What do you learn about this kind of thinking from Hebrews
11:32-38?

Hebrews 11:32-38 (New International Version)

And what more shall | say? | do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel and the
prophets, [33] who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut
the mouths of lions, [34] quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was
turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. [35] Women received back their dead,
raised to life again. Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection. [36]
Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others were chained and put in prison. [37] They were stoned; they were sawed
in two; they were put to death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and
mistreated-- [38] the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in
the ground.

3. The following passages are examples of God’s commands that our culture would call arbitrary but which, in reality, are
for our benefit. Read and discuss the questions below.

Matthew 5:27-28 (New International Version)

"You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.' [28] But | tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully
has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

Matthew 22:15-21 (New International Version)

Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. [16] They sent their disciples to him along with the
Herodians. "Teacher," they said, "we know you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance
with the truth. You aren't swayed by men, because you pay no attention to who they are. [17] Tell us then, what is your
opinion? Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or not?" [18] But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, "You hypocrites, why are
you trying to trap me? [19] Show me the coin used for paying the tax." They brought him a denarius, [20] and he asked
them, "Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?" [21] "Caesar's," they replied. Then he said to them, "Give to
Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's."

Ephesians 6:1-3 (New International Version)

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. [2] "Honor your father and mother"--which is the first
commandment with a promise-- [3] "that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth."

How might our culture view each of these as burdensome?



What is the benefit of doing it God’s way for each example?

Let’s be honest. We can often fall into the trap of thinking that if we are obeying God in most areas of our lives,
we are doing well. Why do you think this is such a common misassumption Christians struggle with?

Taking It Home

How could Matthew 6:19-20 affect your motivation to obey God’s commands?
Matthew 6:19-20 (New International Version)

"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.
[20] But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break
in and steal.

In what area of your life this week do you want/need to start small, but start?

Prayer Requests
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