COMMUNITY GROUP STUDY GUIDE

For the week of October 1, 2023

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Hope Starts Here, Compassion Experience, October 6-8th Ballast Point Campus varied times

Journey through a series of interactive, family-friendly experiences to witness the realities of global poverty and its impact on
children, families, and communities. You’ll also see the remarkable ways God can use YOU to respond and release children from
poverty in Jesus’ name. Register for free and save your spot today www.stfchurch.com/events

STF Women's Conference: Reset Refresh Rest, October 20 - 21 Ballast Point Campus

This year, we will focus on what it looks like to refresh, reset, and rest even in the midst of the chaos of life. The conference kicks
Friday evening at 7:00 p.m. and concludes Saturday at 1:00 p.m. Tickets are $49. Register at stfchurch.com/events

STF Business Meeting, Sunday, October 22, 12:45-1:45pm

The Business meeting will start at 12:45 at the Ballast Point campus. If you usually attend our Davis Islands or Channel District

campus, we hope you will join us after service! At this Business Meeting, we will be voting for the new 2024 church budget.

My Story

1. What causes many people to give up their plans for self-improvement (diet, less social media, exercise, etc)?

2. If God could give you an audible word of encouragement, what would help you most?

Quick Review: Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or
something that caught your attention, challenged, or confused you?

Digging Deeper
1. This past week we talked about how we can live encouraged in the faith in this present day of life. According to the
passage below, how and why will God save His people?

2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 (New International Version)

But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because God chose you as first-fruits to
be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this through our
gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast
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to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter.16 May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and
God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts
and strengthen you in every good deed and word.

From verses 13-14, what actions of the Trinity - God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit - produce salvation and what
is our action?

From 2:15, what challenges exist against holding fast to teachings passed on through Paul, now in the Bible?

2. Where do you need strength and encouragement from God now?

3. Paul has twice prayed for these people (1:11-12; 2:16-17). How does he want them to pray for him and his
companions? How would the encouragements in the verses below help them in their trials?

2 Thessalonians 3:1-5 (New International Version)

As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored,
just as it was with you. 2 And pray that we may be delivered from wicked and evil people, for not everyone has

faith. 3 But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and protect you from the evil one. 4 We have confidence in the
Lord that you are doing and will continue to do the things we command. 5 May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love
and Christ’s perseverance.

Taking It Home

1. How are God'’s love and Christ’s perseverance needed in your life now?

2. What have you found helpful in encouraging you to pray for missionaries, others in our church, or one another in the
group?

Prayer Requests
Where in particular do you need group prayer and support?






	COMMUNITY group STUDY guide

