COMMUNITY GROUP LEADER’S STUDY GUIDE

For the week of April 2, 2023

Announcements

¢ Good Friday —Join us for a time of worship and the word as we reflect on Jesus' sacrifice for us! Good Friday
Services: 12 PM, 5 PM, and 7 PM All services are at the Ballast Point Campus

e Egg Hunt - Join us for the STF Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 8th, from 9-11 AM. It'll be a time of fun for the whole
family! You can hunt for Easter eggs, take pictures with the Easter Bunny, enjoy free food trucks, etc. The Egg Hunt
for Davis Islands Campus will follow the Easter Service on April 9th.

e Easter Sunday!!!! - Sunday April 9th!

e Davis Islands - 10:30 a.m. — This year, we’re hosting our Easter service at the Davis Islands Garden Club (81 Columbia
Dr. 33606)! To volunteer, visit: https://stf.churchcenter.com/people/forms/521261.

e Ballast Point - 7:30 a.m.; 9:00 a.m.; 11:00 a.m. Childcare is provided at all three services
e Channel District - 11:00 a.m. Children are welcome to sit with their parents/guardians during the service. 1102 E.

Kennedy Blvd. Tampa, FL 33602

Leaders Notes

e Remember to get Communion supplies for this meeting
e New Leaders & Hosts: Do you know someone who would be great at leading or hosting a Community Group? If so,

please let our Group Pastor know by emailing groups@stfchurch.com.

e Submit your group’s attendance online

Goals For The Evening

Discuss the Study Questions
Pray together
Communion option

The questions have been shortened to allow you time to take Communion

Discussion Note: Make sure you leave time to take Communion this week. And remember, our goal is to hear from
everyone every time we meet.


mailto:groups@stfchurch.com

My Story

1. What is the closest you have come to meeting a world leader or celebrity?

2. Thinking about Palm Sunday, How did Jesus ride into your life: As a Conquering Hero forcing you into submission? As
a gentle King bearing peace? As a White Knight rescuing you?

Quick Review

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or something
that caught your attention, challenged or confused you?



Digging Deeper

1. This past week, we studied Matthew’s account of Jesus entry into Jerusalem. In CG, we will look at Mark and Luke.
Read the passage below and then answer the questions.

Mark 11:1-11 (New International Version)

11 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and just as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which
no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 3 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it
and will send it back here shortly.””4 They went and found a colt outside in the street, tied at a doorway. As they untied
it, 5 some people standing there asked, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 6 They answered as Jesus had told
them to, and the people let them go. 7 When they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks over it, he sat on

it. 8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who
went ahead and those who followed shouted, “Hosanna!” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 10
“Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 11 Jesus entered Jerusalem and
went into the temple courts. He looked around at everything, but since it was already late, he went out to Bethany with
the Twelve.

What do you find most significant about the triumphal entry into Jerusalem?

Have you ever misunderstood Jesus’ purposes, praising him one day and despairing the next?

Luke 19:28-44 New International Version

28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at
the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and
as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks
you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.”” 32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had
told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34 They replied,
“The Lord needs it.” 35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went along,
people spread their cloaks on the road. 37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of
Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 38
“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”39 Some of the
Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the
stones will cry out.” 41 As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it 42 and said, “If you, even you,
had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. 43 The days will come
upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every

side. 44 They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on
another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you.”

2. How were the expectations of the people versus Jesus’ emotions over the day vastly different?

Even as the coatless multitudes waved the palm branches and shouted for joy, they missed the true reason for Jesus’
presence. They could neither see nor understand the cross. That’s why, “as [Jesus] approached Jerusalem and saw the
city, he wept over it and said, ‘If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is
hidden from your eyes. The days will come upon you when your enemies . . . will not leave one stone on another,
because you did not recognize the time of God’s coming to you” The crowds looked for a Messiah who would rescue
them politically and free them nationally, but Jesus had come to save them spiritually. First things first, and mankind’s
primary need is spiritual, not political, cultural, or national salvation.



Remembrance

Jesus wants us to remember what He has done for us and that He is here to walk through life with us. That’s why Jesus
told the disciples at the Last Supper to repeatedly come together and take Communion. Taking Communion is about
remembering all Christ accomplished through His death on the cross and resurrection. It is through this sacrifice that
Jesus’ grace and mercy are made available to us.

Communion Transition:

1. Purpose: Introduce Communion by sharing that it’s about being intentional in remembering the great sacrifice and
love God has for us by sending His son Jesus to die that we might have life.

This week, your Community Group will conclude by doing as the disciples did, taking Communion together. To prepare
for Communion, read the following verses and reflect on Jesus’ commitment and work in your life as you follow Him.
Write down a few of your thoughts about the impact each of these verses has on you.

2. Read: You can comment, ask for responses or read the verses below, noting what comes to mind to be thankful for
because of what Jesus has done for us (Colossians 1:21-23). You may want to involve others in reading the Scriptures.
After reading the verses, give people a moment to reflect and share their responses.

1 Peter 2:22-25 New International Version (NIV)

22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not
retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 “He himself
bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have
been healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of
your souls.

Romans 5:7-11 New International Version (NIV)

7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to

die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since we have
now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God'’s wrath through him! 10 For if, while we
were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled,
shall we be saved through his life! 11 Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
through whom we have now received reconciliation.

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 New International Version (NIV)

(Read this when you take Communion.)

23 For | received from the Lord what | also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took
bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you, do this in
remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my
blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup,
you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

Explain how you’re going to do Communion, and read 1 Corinthians 11:23-26.

3. Take Communion: Pass the bread, thank God for it and eat together. Pass the cup, thank the Lord for it and drink
together.

The bread and juice can also be set on a table in the middle of the group and people can take Communion after you
read the Scripture and pray, or while the group sings or listens to a worship song. Below is a sample worship song:

. No Longer Slaves



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f8TkUMJtK5k

Prayer Requests

-
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