COMMUNITY GROUP LEADERS STUDY GUIDE

For the week of February 19, 2023

Leaders Announcements
ANNOUCEMENTS

Goals for the Evening:
. Continue to build relationships
. Pray together

PRAYER

. Take prayer requests

. If you haven’t divided into male/female groups already, you may want to do so for the Taking It Home section
and prayer.
ATTENDANCE

Submit your group’s attendance online

My Story

1. If you were appointed to be an ambassador, where would you like to be sent?

Quick Review

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or something
that caught your attention, challenged or confused you?



Digging Deeper

1. Read 2 Corinthians 5:10-6:2 and answer the questions below.

2 Corinthians 5:10-6:2 (New International Version)

10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the
things done while in the body, whether good or bad.11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to
persuade others. What we are is plain to God, and | hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12 We are not trying to
commend ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can answer those
who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. 13 If we are “out of our mind,” as some say, it is for
God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one
died for all, and therefore all died. 15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for

themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.16 So from now on we regard no one from a
worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in
Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 20 We
are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s
behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God.

6 As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain.

2 For he says, “In the time of my favor | heard you,
and in the day of salvation | helped you.”

| tell you, now is the time of God'’s favor, now is the day of salvation.”

What is Paul’s motive for evangelism in verses 10-11? In verse 14? How do they fit together?

When the apostle Paul wrote, “The love of Christ compels us,” he was describing the powerful, Spirit-filled
motivation that drives followers of Christ to share the gospel in ways that persuade people to commit their
lives to Jesus. When we possess this compelling, Spirit-driven motivation of Christ’s love, we are zealous in
seeing the lost reconciled with God. We go to the lost, rather than letting them come to us. We are willing to
make ourselves “a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible” (1 Corinthians 9:19)

What does Paul mean by what he says about Christ and our response to him (vv. 15-17; see also Romans
6:5-13)?

Even though the people to whom he preached were often hostile to him, and even called him crazy, the love of
Christ compelled him to keep putting the message of hope in front of them. Paul knew that his detractors were
starving for a sense of meaning, purpose, and significance in the world—much like we see today.

2. What does “reconciliation” mean? What story from your life illustrates that?

Reconciliation is the restoration of a relationship to a harmonious state after a dispute; it is the bringing of accord out
of discord between two parties. Christian reconciliation is the work of God through Christ by which He restores mankind
to a favorable relationship with Himself. Reconciliation necessarily involves change.

3. What motivation does Paul give to share your faith? (see 2 Corinthians 6:1-2)?



Taking It Home

1. What motivates you to share your faith? What inhibits you?

2. Consider that following phrase and then journal below what is really true in your life versus what you want to be
true in your life. “Christ’s love compels me to be * “Christ’s love compels me to do ", “Christ’s
love compels me to . “ How can the group pray for you in light of your responses?

The love of Christ compels us to love the lost enough to share the good news of salvation with them.

Prayer Requests

-
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