COMMUNITY GROUP LEADERS STUDY GUIDE

For the week of February 12, 2023

Leaders Announcements

Need help with anything? We’re here to help! Don’t hesitate to contact Chris or Annie if you need some extra help
leading the discussion, or addressing a specific topic or personal issue that has surfaced in your group.

DISCUSSION SUGGESTIONS

. Remember you don’t have to answer every question!
. Choose questions best suited to your group.

. Hear from everyone every time you meet! Setting time limits can help make this happen.

ATTENDANCE

Submit your group’s attendance

My Story

1. What is the farthest from home you have ever been? Why were you there?

2. Is your relationship status, career path, health report and bank account line up with your expectations or desires?
Why or why not?

Quick Review

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first time or something
that caught your attention, challenged or confused you?



Digging Deeper

For this study, we will remain in Acts 11:19-30.

Acts 11:19-30 New International Version

19 Now those who had been scattered by the persecution that broke out when Stephen was killed traveled
as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, spreading the word only among Jews. 20 Some of them, however,
men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good
news about the Lord Jesus. 21 The Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and
turned to the Lord.

22 News of this reached the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. 23 When he arrived
and saw what the grace of God had done, he was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord
with all their hearts. 24 He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people
were brought to the Lord.

25 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So
for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church and taught great numbers of people. The

disciples were called Christians first at Antioch.

27 During this time some prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 One of them, named

Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman
world. (This happened during the reign of Claudius.) 29 The disciples, as each one was able, decided to
provide help for the brothers and sisters living in Judea. 30 This they did, sending their gift to the elders by
Barnabas and Saul.

1. Antioch was the third largest city in the Roman empire. What might the apostles feel as they hear the
Gospel is taking root there? (v23)?

Stephen’s stoning sparked Saul’s persecution that scattered Christian Jews to Antioch. At first, they preached

the gospel to Jews only. Later, believers preached among the city’s majority Greek Gentiles. The Spirit

empowered their preaching. Multitudes poured into the Antioch church. Hope in Christ and love for one

another overflowed. For many years the Antioch church was the hub of worldwide evangelism. From its port,

Paul and his companions would plant churches as far away as Europe.

2. Write a character reference for Barnabas based on verses 22-26. (also Acts 4:36-37) From this profile,
why did Barnabus recruit Saul (Acts 9:27-28)?

Barnabas was a remarkable leader. God used his devotion expressed through grace and encouragement to
build up His Church. Among many truths, Barnabas teaches us relationships matter.

m He befriended Saul and advocated for him among the Jerusalem church leaders.

m He recognized and expressed God'’s power and grace to shape his experiences with others.

m As a shepherd to the Antioch church, he was glad to encourage those new in the faith.

m He taught more than head knowledge, but to remain true to the Lord with all our hearts.

It is not surprising God used Barnabas’ gracious, strong and spiritual leadership to draw a great number of
people into His Church. Barnabas knew he needed help to shepherd well. He went to Tarsus for Paul. God’s
preparation of Paul during the nine years was complete. Barnabas brought Paul to Antioch to help him teach
the crowds who poured into the church. Barnabas and Paul worked together in Antioch for a year.



Taking It Home

1. Verse 29 records the first public collection taken by one church to help another. Later, Paul collected offerings from
Gentile churches to help Christians in Jerusalem. Giving was one practical way Antioch Christians expressed their
gratitude to God. Giving displayed love for their brothers and sisters in Christ. How has God directed you to give to help
others?

2. What is God calling you to do to serve others? What action step(s) could you ask your group to pray for?

IMPACT YOUR COMMUNITY
Looking to serve with your Community Group?
To check out all your options, go to www.stfchurch.com/missions.

Prayer Requests

-


http://www.stfchurch.com/missions
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