
COMMUNITY GROUP LEADER’S STUDY GUIDE   
For the week of October 09, 2022  

Leaders Notes
Goals for the Mee=ng:  

• Con$nue to build rela$onships. 
• Pray together. 
• Finalize plans for your social. 
• Talk about service project op$ons. 

⇨ DISCUSSION SUGGESTIONS 
• Remember you don’t have to answer every ques$on! 
• Choose ques$ons best suited to your group. 
• Hear from everyone every ,me you meet!   

⇨ PRAYER 
• Take prayer requests. 
• If you haven’t divided into male/female groups already, you may want to do so for the “Taking it Home” 

sec$on and prayer.  

⇨ ATTENDANCE 
Submit your group’s aKendance online to the email sent to you from Chris 

Announcements 
• STF Paren=ng Conference is Oct 21-22.  These two days will combine incredible epiphanies and paradigm shiQs with 

stuff that is so prac$cal and immediately ac$onable the day you get home. You will go through various exercises with 
your spouse that is guaranteed to send you back different, ac$vated, and equipped. The event is $150 per couple. 
Get more info at sYchurch.com/events  

• Candy Trail is October 30, 5-8pm. With more than 50 candy sta$ons, we need your help! This is a fun event for your 
CG to do together!  Please donate candy and register to wear a costume, decorate your car, and pass out candy! 
Register by going to this link: Volunteer Registra=on 

• Celebrate Recovery is a Christ-Centered program to help us deal with our hurts, habits, and hang-ups.  If you would 
like to work through a hurt authen$cally in a safe environment, join us any Thursday at the BP campus at 6:30pm  
We have childcare for ages 0-5 and Celebra$on Place for students 6-14 to work through their hurts in a confiden$al 
way, the same as the person who brought them.  All of this is at no cost to you.  We like to say, try CR  for 6 weeks, if 
you don’t like it we will give you back your misery. Ques$ons? Email CR@sLchurch.com 

http://stfchurch.com/events
https://stfc.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/199d72ec-2da1-4740-963a-61ab368ce9d6
mailto:CR@stfchurch.com


My Story 
1. Growing up, what was your favorite singer or group? To what sta$on in your car is your radio tuned to 

right now?  

2. We read parts of 1Samuel 16-18 this Sunday. What do you find most ironic about the story? 

• A Holy God uses an evil spirt 

• A warrior plays the harp 

• God’s Spirit through David brings comfort to Saul from an evil spirit 

• Saul repeatedly throws a spear when mad and misses the mark each $me 

• Other… 

Quick Review: Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for 
the first $me or something that caught your aKen$on, challenged or confused you? 

Digging Deeper 
NOTE: The two Digging Deeper questions are focused on walking in the Spirit vs. our flesh. In Digging Deeper #1, we will focus 
on our RESPONSES. In Digging Deeper #2, we will focus on our DECISIONS.  

1. As we look at Saul and David’s relationship beginning to unravel, we notice some key 
differences in their response to fear and uncertainty. We notice Saul responding out of the flesh 
and David mostly responding out of the Spirit. All of us face similar challenges of walking in the 
Spirit or responding in our own flesh. When it comes to how we respond, what are some of the 
guidelines the Apostle Paul gives in Romans 12:17-21 to help us understand what a Spirit-filled 
response looks like?


Romans 12:17-21 New International Version (NIV)  
17Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it 
is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19Do not take revenge, my 
dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” 
says the Lord. 20On the contrary: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him 
something to drink. In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 21Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Discussion Note: Commentary - https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/romans-12/ 

You can also expand your reading of this passage to Romans 12:9-21 for further discussion. There are lots of 
practical application points in this passage to help us respond out of the Spirit vs. our flesh.  

https://enduringword.com/bible-commentary/romans-12/


Which one of the guidelines you identified comes most naturally to you? Which 
response may be more difficult for you?


Discussion Note: This is a follow-up to the question above. In the “additional question” below, it has four of the 
guidelines from Romans 12:17-21. Feel free to use those to help your group get started. Spend some time here talking 
about what it looks like to live these guidelines out. Ask for examples. Ask “what does this practically look like?” 

Additional Question:  
Which one of the guidelines you identified come to you most easily? Which response may be more difficult for you? 

➔ Return good for evil 
➔ Live at peace with everyone 
➔ Wait for God and not respond with revenge 
➔ Feed an “enemy” who is hungry 

2. Paul’s call for us to live at peace with everyone doesn’t mean we ignore wrong behavior or 
become passive. Depending on the situation, there will be times that call for us to engage in 
healthy conflict resolution or confronting sinful behavior or injustice. When you know something 
is wrong, how do you decide whether to remain silent or to engage in resolving the situation? 


Discussion Note: All of the three options above are appropriate and Biblical responses at the right time. This question 
gets us to discuss about how and when we decide to respond. If your group struggles getting started, throw out a few 
examples. (i.e., a good friend does something unethical in their business, a cashier or server responds to you 
disrespectfully, your kid’s youth sport coach is very negative to the kids during a game or contest.) 

  
Additional Question: When responding to someone with whom you may not agree, what does it look like “to live at 
peace with everyone”? What does it not look like?  

Can you think of a time when you were in the wrong and the other person, instead of 
returning evil for evil, responded to you in a godly way?


Discussion Note: This question takes a different approach by coming at another angle for how we respond. 
Sometimes, putting ourselves on the other side helps us to learn. It might help for the leader to go first with an 
example.  

Additional Question: (If yes, to the question above) As you reflect back, what might you be able to learn from that 
experience?  

3. To be clear on the role of the Holy Spirit in our lives, let’s turn to the teachings of Jesus at the 
Last Supper. Jesus spent the very last night of His freedom in the upper room preparing the 
disciples for the Holy Spirit and what it was going to be like to live with Him. As you read the 
following passages from that scene in the upper room, what do you notice about the role of the 
Holy Spirit and what He does for us?


John 14:15-26 New International Version (NIV)  
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The 
world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know 
him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will 



come to you. 19Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. 
Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, 
and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is 
the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will 
love them and show myself to them.” 22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, 
Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?” 23 Jesus replied, 
“Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will 
come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not 
obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father 
who sent me. 25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will 
remind you of everything I have said to you. 

John 16:7-15 New International Version (NIV) 


7 But very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the 
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he 
will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 
9about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am 
going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because 
the prince of this world now stands condemned. 12 “I have much more to say to you, 
more than you can now bear. 13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide 
you into all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and 
he will tell you what is yet to come. 14He will glorify me because it is from me that he 
will receive what he will make known to you. 15 All that belongs to the Father is mine. 
That is why I said the Spirit will receive from me what he will make known to you.” 

How might remembering the Holy Spirit is not just there for blessings but also to help us 
handle challenges affect how you pray?


Taking It Home
Which point from this weekend’s message or Community Group study is most 
important for you to remember?


Additional Question: As you think of the people you regularly interact with (family, friends, social media, co-workers/boss, 
neighbors, etc.), is there an area of your life where you want to adjust how you have responded or will respond in the future? 



Prayer Requests 
Do you have any prayer requests regarding this weekend’s message or for you personally? 
Discussion Note: We recommend that if your group is coed, that you split into men’s only and women’s only groups for prayer 
on a regular basis. This allows you to pray for additional requests that may not come up in the main meeting. If you are 
meeting virtually, you can use the breakout rooms to accomplish this split. 
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