
COMMUNITY GROUP STUDY GUIDE LEADER’S VERSION   
For the week of September 25, 2022  

Getting To Know You 
Have fun with the first two questions below. They are meant to be light-hearted and engaging for everyone. You can start with asking them to answer 
#1 & #2 and then go back and have everyone answer #3 and the Quick Review question. Remember, you most likely will not have time to answer all 
the questions if you’re hearing from everyone. Pick your preference and don’t miss taking time to go over the Tips on Group Prayer at the end.  
  

Group Discussion Tip: Go around the circle and have everyone answer or open it up to the group or someone who doesn’t talk much to answer. 
Remember, giving the group time limits helps keep one person from dominating the discussion.  

1.  What’s your favorite way to spend a day off with no responsibility? 

LEADER NOTES

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

• Just Elementary is in need of STF to serve! There are two ways to serve at Just: 

1) Their school is in need of lunch mentors who will come to eat lunch with a student once a week to get to know them, 
help with homework, and just have a positive adult influence in their life. 
2) This is the second year that we will be leading an after school club at Just- Crossroads Kids Club! CKC Leaders build 
relationships, play games, do fun activities and most importantly share the gospel with students, many of whom have 
never been to church. Last year, we got to see several students come to understand who God is and how much He 
loves them through club.  

We want to invite you to be a part of what God is doing at Just! We know it's a tricky time of day for many people to 
serve, so if you are interested or available or know of anyone who could be, please reach out to Kim at 
kim@stfchurch.com. 

• STF Married Life is hos>ng a retreat weekend at the Laughing Lizard Bed & Beach House on Indian Rocks Beach from 
September 30-October 2. Rose and George Youstra will lead the retreat through the His Needs, Her Needs study 
book. The cost of $250 per couple includes two nights' stay on the beach, four meals, and study materials. Get more 
info at sWchurch.com/events  

LEADER INFO 

⇨ COMMUNITY GROUP COVENANT 

If did you didn’t go over this last week, make sure you take >me to go over the Covenant this week and/or highlight what you talked about with 
anyone who missed the first week. 

⇨ SPECIAL NOTE ABOUT WEEK #2  

People are acclima>ng, especially any new people. Lead your group through the ques>ons according to how well everyone knows each other. 
AND REMEMBER, as a leader, your goal each night is to lead your group in such a way that you hear from everyone and use the Bible as your 
guide. Know that if you do this each week, the people in your group will grow! Remember you don’t need to cover all the quesRons. Great 
conversaRon and connecRon are far more important than covering all the quesRons.   

⇨ PRAYER NOTE  

Check out the Tips on Group Prayer at the end of this Leader’s Guide. If you have new people in your group, please make sure you go over this. 
And NEVER make someone pray. Group prayer is similar to public speaking, which is the #1 fear people have. More than once, we’ve had 
people tell us they quit a Community Group because a well-inten>oned person required everyone to pray. 

⇨ ATTENDANCE   

Submit your group’s a`endance online 

mailto:kim@stfchurch.com
http://stfchurch.com/events


2. How would you rate yourself as driver on a 1 to 10 scale, 10 being excellent? What ra>ng do you think the person who 
drives with you the most would give you?  
Have fun with this one.   

Quick Review: Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for the first >me or 
something that caught your a`en>on, challenged, or confused you? 

Good question to ask to see if anything comes up. It gives people the opportunity to discuss questions or issues that come up beyond the written 
questions. People’s responses can often lead into one of the questions in the “Digging Deeper” section. Some weeks, this question will result in a lot 
of discussion, while other weeks, there can be very little. 

Digging Deeper 
1. According to 2 Corinthians 5:16-20 we are called to reconcile rela>onships.  As we go about our day or our week, on a 

scale of 1-10 how aware of your ambassadorship are you? 

Good question to have everyone answer. 

2 Corinthians 5:16-20 New Interna6onal Version (NIV) 

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creaAon has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliaAon: that God was reconciling the world to himself in 
Christ, not counAng people’s sins against them. And he has commiGed to us the message of reconciliaAon. We are therefore 
Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 
God. 

God is choosing us to be his ambassadors to reconcile people to Himself, making an appeal through us.  What 
comes to mind when reading that statement?   

Everyone will not have an answer to this question. 

Additional Question: Can you think of examples in your life when you wish you would have understood or applied this passage more 
effectively with others?  

2. A big part of how we have a Christ-centered rela>onship with culture involves how we talk to people. Our words can have 
great impact on others both posi>vely and nega>vely. What can you learn about effec>ve communica>on from the Proverbs 
below? 

This question builds additional principles to what you discussed regarding 2 Corinthians passage above. Get everyone’s response to each verse. It 
could be interesting to hear everyone’s interpretation of the verse.   

Proverbs 18:13 New Interna6onal Version (NIV) 
13 To answer before listening— 
    that is folly and shame. 



My agenda can’t be just to talk, but listen and ask questions to get clarity 

Proverbs 17:19 New Interna6onal Version (NIV) 
19 Whoever loves a quarrel loves sin; 
    whoever builds a high gate invites destrucAon. 
Additional Question: what’s builds wall?  Accusing, versus asking questions.  
   
Proverbs 12:18 New Interna6onal Version (NIV) 
18 The words of the reckless pierce like swords, 
    but the tongue of the wise brings healing. 
Wise words bring healing 

Proverbs 26:4 New Interna6onal Version (NIV) 
4 Do not answer a fool according to his folly, 
    or you yourself will be just like him. 
Don’t engage the one who is not willing. 

Proverbs 10:19 New Interna6onal Version (NIV) 
19 Sin is not ended by mulAplying words, 
    but the prudent hold their tongues. 
My goal can’t be to lecture 

Proverbs 28:23 New Interna6onal Version (NIV) 
23 Whoever rebukes a person will in the end gain favor 
    rather than one who has a flaGering tongue. 
People will actually respect you more when you’re honest with them about an issue – have you ever seen this to be true for you when someone 
talked to you? Or you from others?  

Proverbs 15:22-23 New Interna6onal Version (NIV) 
22 Plans fail for lack of counsel, 
    but with many advisers they succeed. 
23 A person finds joy in giving an apt reply— 
    and how good is a Amely word! 
Wise counsel is important – when do you do this and not? Seeking counsel help us clear up our own blind spots, get support, and affirm if we’re 
headed in the right direction.   

Can you think of a >me when you had good inten>ons entering a conversa>on, but your choice of words, tone of 
voice or lack of listening caused the conversa>on to derail? If so, in light of the above verses, what could you do 
differently to accomplish a be`er outcome? 

Good question to have everyone answer.  

Taking It Home 
Looking back at this week’s message and study, what’s most important for you to remember? 



Prayer Requests 
Do you have any prayer requests regarding this weekend’s message or for you personally? 

Prayer Transition and Optional Question: The #1 fear most people have is speaking in public. Group prayer would fall into this category. If you 
have new people in your group, going over “Tips on Group Prayer” (below) is crucial. In most cases, it’s also a good reminder for returning group 
members. 

Additional Question (An important one for new groups): Prayer is an amazing avenue God has given us to communicate with Him and He with 
us, but we also come to it with a lot of different thoughts and feelings. Which of the following statements are most true for you?  

- Prefer to pray silently instead of out loud 
- Find my mind wandering when praying 
- Like to write out prayers

- Look forward to time in prayer 
- Don’t really know how to pray 
- Other

Tips On Group Prayer 
Prayer is an important part of being in Community Group. Over the years, we've found that group prayer goes be`er when we follow three 
simple guidelines. 
 

WE PRAY FOR ONE TOPIC AT A TIME - Anyone in the group is free to introduce a prayer request, either before prayer begins or during the prayer 
>me. Once a topic is introduced, the group focuses on that request alone. Once it's covered, the group moves on to the next topic. 
 

PRAY MORE THAN ONCE - Because the group is focusing on one topic at a >me, each person is encouraged to pray several >mes during the 
prayer >me for those topics they feel most led to pray about. No one is required to pray. 
 

WE KEEP OUR PRAYERS SHORT AND SIMPLE - Group prayer goes be`er when members keep their prayers short and to the point. When 
someone prays for a long >me, it's hard for the other members to stay focused and long prayers tend to in>midate those who are just learning to 
pray out loud in a group. No one is required to pray out loud.  
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