
Community Group Study Guide 
For the week of April 25, 2021 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Missions Food Drive & Missions Foster Closet 
Every Friday from 11am - 2pm we are collecting, donating, organizing food and clothing 
for the people of Tampa.  The Ballast Point Campus houses our Food Pantry that feeds 
community members weekly.  The David Islands campus houses our Foster Care 
Closet and accepts donations and volunteers every Friday.  Please go to our events tab 
on our website to sign up or to find out what we need currently. 

Married Date Night  
This month the Married Life Ministry Date Night is on Saturday, May 8, from 6-9 p.m. at 
Cinebistro Hyde Park. We will be watching Extraordinary, the story of a couple who 
works to run their marriage race to the end. $20 cost to attend will go towards your 
food purchase at the event.

Register 

QUICK REVIEW 

Looking back at your notes from this week’s teaching, was there anything you heard for 
the first time or something that caught your attention, challenged or confused you? 

MY STORY 

Think of a person in your life who loves others well. What about them or their actions 
demonstrates love? 

  
  

 What impact has this person had on your life? 

DIGGING DEEPER 

1 John 4:7-21 describes the connection between God’s love and our love for others. 
What words or phrases in this passage do you find most motivating for you to love 
others?  

https://stfc.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/4b270436-5309-4542-bd41-7d3273e9db9d


1 John 4:7-21 New International Version (NIV) 
7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves 
has been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, 
because God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one 
and only Son into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No 
one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made 
complete in us. 13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given 
us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be 
the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
lives in them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. 
God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is 
made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In 
this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out 
fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in 
love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a 
brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they 
have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this 
command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister. 

As you think about the community around you (family, friends, neighbors, 
coworkers, etc.), is there someone in your life or on your path who might benefit 
from an intentional act of love this week?  

What are some practical ways you might be able to give of yourself or your time 
for someone else this week? (See ideas at the end of the Study Questions for 
inspiration.) 

  
Finding a simple, easy way to love someone is good—do it! Is there something 
that would also stretch you more and have a bigger impact?  

TAKING IT HOME 

As we round out our three weeks in the sermon series, “Compassion”, with focusing on 
intentionally loving others this week, what has been your biggest takeaway from the 
Faith, Hope or Love weeks?  



Which of the three has been most challenging or exciting for you to take part in?  
Have there been any moments in which you have seen God move or have been 
encouraged? 

LOVE WEEK IDEAS 

To give you some inspiration and ideas, here is a list of possible ways you can 
intentionally love someone around you this week. 

• Write a letter or an email encouraging someone. Include a verse that gives 

encouragement.  

•  Reach out to a new neighbor and invite them to dinner or coffee.  

• Share your story with someone about how you came to a relationship with Jesus. Tip: 

Share more if they’re interested and less if they’re not.  

• Surprise a friend with a gift on their doorstep.  

• Invite someone to church or send them the sermon.  

•  Ask your husband or wife how you can be praying for them. If unmarried, offer to pray 

for a coworker or friend. Follow up with them a few days later!  

• Donate a meal to a homeless shelter or meal train.  

• Leave a Post-it note with words of affirmation for your co-worker or someone in your 

household that says “You are_____.”  

• Buy a meal for someone who is asking for money.  

•  Spend time mending a relationship that could use a little work.  

•  Stop for someone on the side of the road (always be safe). Ask about their story while 

you help.  

• Take on a major task for someone at work or in your household.  

•  Give your time to a grandparent. Ask them about their life. If the opportunity presents 

itself, ask them about their faith. 




