
Leader’s Community Group Leader Guide 
For the week of October 25, 2020 

This guide is designed to give helpful hints in preparing & leading your group in discussion. 

ABOUT POLITICS IN COMMUNITY GROUP - We believe it is important for Jesus followers to 
think through and process how they are going to vote and engage in politics. But due to the 
polarizing nature of our current political climate, we want to keep our Community Group 
meetings free of politics and focused on relationships with each other and God’s Word.  

Presenting the Good News of Jesus’ saving grace to all, and the unity we have as believers is 
vitally important to us. In light of this, remember to keep politics completely out of your 

LEADER NOTES

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  

⇨ MAN EVENT –The Men's STF Softball Outreach is just a few weeks away from our re-gathering season game! 
Opening game: Oct 30th 6-7pm at Gadsen Field, 6901 S MacDill Ave., Tampa 33611. 
Cost: $50 covers city league registration fee, jersey, and equipment. The cost is $30 if you have a jersey already, 
or you can pay the full $50 to donate for a guest jersey. 
Register 

⇨ COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECTS – We have some high needs projects. Email our missions pastor, Marc, 

for COVID-SAFE options to serve: marc@stfchurch.com  

⇨ DISCOVER STF – DiscoverSTF meets onsite at our Ballast Point Campus and virtually on Zoom. You can 
choose either option. Our desire is for everyone (especially if you are new) to join! If you are interested in 
becoming a member of our church, this class is required. Click the register button: Register 

  
LEADER INFO 

⇨ MEETING REMINDERS 

• NEED HELP / SUPPORT? If you need support for your group, please don’t hesitate to reach out to your 
Community Group Staff – we’re here to help! Email chris@stfchurch.com  

• It’s okay to have some weeks that focus more on discussion, and some that focus more on prayer! If you 
haven’t taken the opportunity to break into men-only/women-only groups, try it this week. 

⇨ ATTENDANCE 
Submit your group’s attendance by replying to the email you receive on the day of your meeting.   

⇨ ONLINE GROUPS DISCUSSION TIPS  
GROUP REVIEW - HOW TO HEAR FROM EVERYONE EVERY MEETING! 

• Pass the Baton! Pretend the person talking has a baton. Once they are done, they then hand off the 
“baton” by naming the next person to take the baton and answer the question. This will work on 
questions you want everyone to answer.  It’s also a great opportunity to mention the need to allow 
time to hear from everyone and that at times you’ll mention how long to share. 

• Speak UP & Wait UP – Remind your group to speak up so everyone can hear them. You also may 
want to suggest waiting 2 or 3 seconds after someone else talks to allow their microphone to switch 
from them to you. 

• Hang out after the meeting is over – Just as people sometimes stay late to talk, feel free to offer 
the same option. 

https://stfc.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/15d4931c-8928-4a1f-9f6c-7e5c2cb13df5
mailto:marc@stfchurch.com
https://stfc.fellowshiponego.com/external/form/98b81f61-ac2a-479f-af74-326c2cfec7a8
mailto:chris@stfchurch.com


Community Group discussions. We exist to minister to everyone who wants to know Jesus. 
Every election cycle we have Christians who become divided over issues and can be deeply 
offended by comments, jokes, and even prayer requests. We do not want to send the message 
that people who vote a certain way or have differing political views are not welcome. If someone 
in your group starts to take things in a political direction (be it with humor, a rant or even a 
“prayer request” for a specific outcome), gently remind them that the body of Christ (and South 
Tampa Fellowship) is made up of followers of Jesus – some of whom are Republicans, 
Independents, Democrats, etc.  

 GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

1.  Can you think of anything you were sure at one time was a good thing to do, goal to set, item 
to buy, etc. only to realize later that you actually benefited from it not happening or taking much 
longer to happen than you planned?  If so, explain.   

2.  If you created a spiritual growth timeline for your life, how would it look?  Would it show 
steady growth or ups and downs?  Did you grow a lot more at certain times than you do now?  
Are you wondering what’s happening now? 

When you experienced times of noticeable growth, is there anything particular you would 
attribute it to?  

  

 QUICK REVIEW 

Looking back over your sermon notes from this week’s sermon, which particular point or 
passage of Scripture most challenged, confused, or caught your attention? 

 DIGGING DEEPER  

There are three Digging Deeper questions this week. Feel free to pick and choose which 
question(s) work best for your group. (More questions = more choices to help personalize your 
group discussion) The third question is a timeline activity designed to help bring perspective to a 
situation in our lives when we feel helpless or hopeless. It really is an extension of the verses in 
question #2.  
1. After God establishes a covenant with Abraham, he and Sarah come up with their own 
solution to fulfill God’s promise of having an heir. Read Genesis 16:1-4. In your opinion, what 
thought process led to their decision? 
Discussion Note: For greater context on the life of Abraham (previously named Abram), read 
Genesis 12-25. As you read Genesis 16:1-4, you may need to set the context for your group. 
Sarah (previously Sarai) and Abraham, in their 90’s, have a calling from God that He will make a 



nation from them, but they do not have any children. In Genesis 15:9-21 (right before Genesis 
16), God makes a covenant with Abraham. Culturally, a covenant was made between two 
people for life. They would cut an animal carcass in half and both walk between the carcass. 
This represented what would happen if either person did not hold up their end of the deal, (they 
would be cut in half). The uniqueness is God passed through the pot and Abraham did not 
(Genesis 15:17). This signifies that the covenant is dependent on God, not mutually dependent 
on God and Abraham. In light of this covenant, the very next thing Abraham and Sarah do is in 
Genesis 16:1-4. Their thoughts might have been, “let’s take this into our own hands,” or “maybe 
they saw the maid servant as an opportunity they thought God brought for them.” Other 
potential answers could have been fear-based decisions by Abraham or Sarah. It could have 
been a guilt decision because Sarah couldn’t get pregnant. There are many other potential 
ideas. The goal in the remaining sub questions is to lean into our thinking pattern, so we can 
relate it to ourselves.  

Genesis 16:1-4 New International Version (NIV) 
Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. But she had an Egyptian 
slave named Hagar; 2 so she said to Abram, “The LORD has kept me from having 
children. Go, sleep with my slave; perhaps I can build a family through her.” 
Abram agreed to what Sarai said. 3 So after Abram had been living in Canaan ten 
years, Sarai his wife took her Egyptian slave Hagar and gave her to her husband to be 
his wife. 4 He slept with Hagar, and she conceived. 
When she knew she was pregnant, she began to despise her mistress. 

Have you ever tried to take a promise made by God into your own hands like 
Abraham and Sarah did when they had a child with their maid servant? 

Discussion Note: Possible answers could be forcing a job opportunity or making a 
purchase when we could have waited on God to provide. Maybe it is a dating or 
relationship situation. Another answer could be becoming impatient with a friend, 
family member, neighbor or coworker who hasn’t yet made a decision to follow 
Jesus. It could be a lack of forgiveness for someone who has harmed you, instead 
of forgiving and letting God enact His own consequences. Maybe it is choosing to 
worry over uncertainty versus trusting the peace of God.  

Did you learn anything from that experience? 

Additional Questions:  
• What was the result of that decision? 
• How did that work out? 
• Is there anything you would do differently? 
• What reminder about God’s character do we need after we have asked 

forgiveness for actions?  
• Do you know of anyone who has ever tried to take a promise made by 

God into their own hands?  

Note: Reflecting back on past mistakes is often where wisdom is learned. 
Wisdom can also come in learning from others’ mistakes, which can be 
powerful in a group discussion.  



Discussion Note: There is the potential for a group member to be 
vulnerable as they answer this question. Be sure to thank them for their 
vulnerability and courage to share. This is one of the best ways to show 
empathy as a leader and help foster a more vulnerable group discussion. 
This is not the time to try to solve someone’s issues. Be on the lookout for 
other group members who may want to offer their advice to someone’s 
problem. 

How might someone know the difference between trusting God’s promises and 
taking the promise into their own hands? 

Note: Great potential to discuss knowing the difference. You could ask for examples 
from experience in this question. This could also be a follow up from the question 
above.  

   
If you had a friend, family member, co-worker or neighbor ask you for advice on 
trying to discern the difference between trusting God’s promise and taking it into 
their own hands, what advice would you give them? 

Note: This question is similar to the question above, but it asks it from the vantage 
point of someone who is seeking advice. Sometimes the best thing we can do is 
take our own advice.  

2. This weekend we reflected on the life of Abraham and the covenant made between him and 
God (Genesis 12:1-3). Three chapters later we see Abraham, a man with no children, struggling 
with the idea of God fulfilling His promise of creating a nation through him. Read Genesis 
15:1-6. Make note of God’s promise and Abraham’s response. How do you think you would 
have responded to God’s promise if you were in Abraham and Sarah’s position? 
Discussion Note: This question is pointing to the hopelessness and helplessness Chris 
mentioned in his sermon. Try to help your group members put themselves in Abraham and 
Sarah’s shoes. This thinking can help lead into the sub questions below.   

Genesis 15:1-6 New International Version (NIV) 
15 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: 
“Do not be afraid, Abram. 
I am your shield,  
your very great reward.” 
2 But Abram said, “Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and 
the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3 And Abram said, “You have 
given me no children; so a servant in my household will be my heir.” 
4 Then the word of the LORD came to him: “This man will not be your heir, but a son who 
is your own flesh and blood will be your heir.” 5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at 
the sky and count the stars—if indeed you can count them.” Then he said to him, “So 
shall your offspring be.” 
6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 

What can we learn about faith, trust and/or God’s character from Abraham and from 
God’s response in Genesis 15:6? 

Discussion Note: Verse 6 can bring us great hope. It shows that we can believe 
whenever we feel helpless and hopeless. It is belief and trust in God that He counts as 
righteousness. This puts the ball in God’s court to show up when we are in these 
situations. It is a reminder that we don’t have to force the hard things in life; we can lean 



in and trust God. Often times, hopeless and helpless situations are where God shows up 
the most.  

What do you think it might look like to believe and trust God’s promises when your 
present or future situation might seem helpless or hopeless? 

Additional Question: Have you ever been in a situation where you thought, “there is no 
way that could ever happen,” but you saw God make it happen? 

3. In Genesis we were able to see how God was at work by looking through the rear-view mirror 
into Sarah and Abraham’s seemingly helpless and hopeless situation. Similarly, when we look 
through the rear-view mirror in our own lives, it can help us see where and how God has been 
at work. Can you think of a helpless or hopeless situation you have experienced? If so, follow 
the steps to use the time line below.  

Note: The hope/goal of this question is to help us gain perspective on our hopeless and 
helpless season. It is often easier to see God at work in the rear-view mirror or down the road 
after time has passed. Be prepared for people to not be able to see see God at work or be 
unclear how He will use the season. 

Discussion Note: As with Digging Deeper #1, there is the potential for a group member to be 
vulnerable as they answer this question. Be sure to thank them for their vulnerability and 
courage to share. This is one of the best ways to show empathy as a leader and help foster a 
more vulnerable group discussion. This is not the time to try to solve someone’s issues. Be on 
the lookout for other group members who may want to offer their advice to someone. 

 Additional Verses:  
• 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 - Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, 4 who comforts 
us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the 
comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For just as we share abundantly in 
the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. 6 If we are 
distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your 
comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we 
suffer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because we know that just as you share 
in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort. 

• James 1:2-12 - Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be 
mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you 
should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be 
given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the 
one who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That 
person should not expect to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a person is 
double-minded and unstable in all they do. 9 Believers in humble circumstances 
ought to take pride in their high position. 10 But the rich should take pride in their 
humiliation—since they will pass away like a wild flower. 11 For the sun rises 
with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is 
destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about 
their business. 12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, 
having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has 
promised to those who love him. 



• Romans 12:15 - Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 

• 1 Peter 5:10 - And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in 
Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make 
you strong, firm and steadfast. 

• John 16:33 - “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In 
this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

• Proverbs 3:5-6 - Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; 6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your 
paths straight. 

1. Underneath EVENT on the timeline below, name the helpless or hopeless season you 
experienced. Sometimes the season is caused by choices we make (i.e. job change, big 
move, ending of a relationship), and sometimes we have no control over entering the 
season (i.e. loss of a loved one, illness/sickness, job loss, deployment of a loved one).  

Note: Use these prompts to fill in the space below the timeline. See the example below 
about a job change and a move across the country. 

2. In order to help us gain perspective on a helpless or hopeless season, sometimes 
looking through the rear-view mirror at things that happened before and/or after an event 
can be helpful.  

Note: There can be clarity of God at work before, after or both before and after the 
event. It may depend on whether it was the person’s choice: job change, enlisting in the 
military, starting a business, ending a relationship, choosing to go to a certain college or 
trade school, etc., or something outside of their control: cancer/ illness, loss of a loved 
one, deployment cycle, etc.  

• If it was a season that took place because of your choice(s), underneath 
BEFORE EVENT list what went into making the decision (i.e. a conversation 
with a friend or mentor, a prompting of the Holy Spirit, sermon or devotional, a 
change in your job/company, emotional mindset) *If it was out of your control, 
list how things in your life were going prior to when the season of 
helplessness/hopelessness arrived, or how your life was changed by the 
arrival of the season. 

Note: See the examples below, lines numbered 1-3 to the left.  

• Underneath AFTER EVENT describe a few key insights or lessons you 
gained after the helpless or hopeless season (i.e. receiving a positive medical 
diagnosis, the eulogy of a loved one, a faith conversation with a friend or co-
worker, seeing God’s provision in your current situation). 



Note: See the examples below, lines numbered 1-3 to the right.  

|----------------------- BEFORE EVENT ------------------- EVENT ------------------- AFTER EVENT 
-------------------------| 

Note: See an example below: 

Is there anything you might be able to learn from this process that might help you in 
future helpless or hopeless seasons? 

Note: This is a great place to point people back to how God has worked through a 
hopeless or helpless season.  

 TAKING IT HOME 

Which point from this weekend’s message or Community Group study is most important for you 
to remember? 

 PRAYER REQUESTS 

➔   
  

➔    

➔    

➔

  
➔    

➔    

1.            sensing God calling us to make a 
change_ _  ___        

1.    job change and move across 
country __

1.            seeing layoffs at my previous company due to 
COVID-19_____

2.                      conversation with a 
mentor_____________

2.           finding a great local church with friends after the move   
______

3.          job opportunity with another 
organization________

3. having faith conversations with family members about why 
we moved_
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