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An 8-week devotional
through the book of James 
with South Tampa Fellowship



The Book of James is filled with practical 
wisdom for Christians, calling us to live 
out genuine faith through good works. 
That is the heart of the book. In his 
letter to Jewish believers living outside 
Jerusalem, James reminds us that faith 
doesn’t only change what we believe. It 
changes what we do. 
 
The book is also a great companion piece 
to Jesus’ teachings as recorded in the 
four Gospels. James is known for being 
extremely practical, yet it contains some 
of the most profound theological truths in 
the New Testament.
 
James was Jesus’ brother. They grew 
up together, shared family meals, and 
celebrated holidays together. Jesus’ 
preaching might have convinced others 
that He was the Savior they’d been 
waiting for, but James was not buying it. 
Then Jesus came back from the dead, and 
James realized it was all true. Every word.  
James believed, and his life changed 
forever (Acts 15:13-21). 
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DAY 1
Read James 1:1-4

Believers face temptation to focus on self in every trial. “Why did this go wrong?” “Why did God let this happen?” 
“Why did this happen to me?” Through James, God gives some answers to those questions.

1. Do you think there is much difference between “considering it pure joy” as seen in James 1:2 and having a 
“positive attitude”?

2. “When you fall into” sounds like there is no escape from the trial. It is a matter of when not if you will face trials. 
What trials have you faced?

3. What does James say is the benefit of trials (v. 4-5)? Have you experienced those or any other benefits when you 
have gone through trials?

4. Ask God to give you a new perspective on the trials in your life and to help you find joy in Him even if the trial 
continues. 

WEEK 1
Read James 1:1-18  //  Memory Verse: “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all 

without finding fault, and it will be given to you” (James 1:4).

1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations: Greetings. 
2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,[a] whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that 
the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and 
complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who 
doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive anything 
from the Lord. 8 Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do. 9 Believers in humble circumstances 
ought to take pride in their high position. 10 But the rich should take pride in their humiliation—since they will pass 
away like a wild flower. 11 For the sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty 
is destroyed. In the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about their business. 12 Blessed is the one 
who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the crown of life that the Lord has 
promised to those who love him. 13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be 
tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own 
evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives 
birth to death. 16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give 
us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all he created.
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DAY 3
Read James 1:5-8

James commands believers to move past “Why me?” to ask “What will I do now?” His answer is to live by faith. James 
presents God’s will for those who seek Him in times of trouble.

1. At times we can feel ashamed to ask someone for what we need, but James 1:5 says God gives generously without 
disapproval, disappointment or blame to those who ask. Does that change your perspective on asking God for what 
you need? How?

2. What do you think James meant by “being unstable in all our ways like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the 
wind”? When have you been without rest, driven by popular opinion, and capable of destruction? What was your faith 
like at that time? What did you learn from it?

3. Pastor JJ defines “wisdom” as seeing earthly things from a heavenly perspective, God’s perspective. Take a minute 
and ask God to give you the wisdom to see things from His perspective, and the faith to trust and obey. Are there any 
areas of life that you feel convicted to see differently?

DAY 2
Read James 1:2-8

James’ message is, “Seek God. Get wisdom. Do the Word.” How can James help you clear up your confusion and 
mature your confidence in God as a disciple of Jesus Christ?

1. What does God promise us in James 1:5? What can we learn about God’s character from this verse?

2. How could God’s character and promises help you in difficult times?

3. According to James 1:2-8, how do we make it through trials?

4. One way to help you see the good of God’s work and “count it pure joy” when life is tough is to be aware of His 
goodness before you’re in the heat of the hardship. Make a list of 5-10 things that you are thankful God has done for 
you (try to focus more on the non-material). After making the list, circle your top two.
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DAY 5
Read James 1:12

James tells readers that we can be blessed as we endure temptation. The key elements of responding to temptation 
are to: persevere in faith, gain wisdom, be humble, expect blessing, resist deception, and to always trust God. Review 
Matthew 5:1-12 for today’s study.

1. According to James 1:12, what reward will a person receive who “perseveres under trial” and loves God?

2. This past week, did you feel more blessed or stressed? What can you do to focus more on God’s blessings in your 
life?

3. Our perseverance is a result of our love for God. Take a minute to reflect on God’s goodness and remember the sin 
He saved you from. When you are done, worship Him and ask Him to increase your love for Him even more! 

DAY 4
Read James 1:9-11

James offiers encouragement for those affiected by trials.

1. Why do you think it is more difficult for the “high” (rich) to rejoice when they are brought to humiliation over trials 
than the lowly?

2. Are there any ways in which your social or economic position keeps you from following Jesus with your whole heart?

3. Just like our “4th Quarter” series, James reminds us that life is short. What really matters isn’t our social or 
economic position on Earth but our position in God’s Kingdom. Take a minute and confess to God areas in which your 
priorities might be out of alignment, and ask Him to help you find your identity in your position as a son or daughter in 
God’s family.
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DAY 6
Read James 1:1-18

How has examining the beginning of the Book of James encouraged, challenged, or changed your way of thinking this 
week?

Attribute of God for the Week: Preserver
When we trust Christ, we can know that God will continue the good work He started in us. God preserves our lives for 
His purpose, and He preserves our salvation. Jesus promises that no one can take you out of His hand. No temptation, 
no failure, no person, not even Satan, can cause God’s children to lose their salvation. God preserves us -- He is our 
Preserver -- so He will accomplish His purpose for us.
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DAY 1
Read James 1:19-20

James teaches the value of speech like no other biblical writer. He openly denied and ridiculed Jesus Christ’s claim 
to be God until after His resurrection. So he knew how much suffiering could be caused through words. Here, he says 
words spoken in anger cannot produce God’s righteousness. Jesus said angry words are evidence that murderous 
desires are at work in the heart.

1. As Christians, what are we called to do in James 1:19?

2. Which of the 3 answers above do you struggle with the most? Why?

3. According to James 1:20, why isn’t our anger beneficial? 

4. Take a minute to ask God to give you the character to live out verse 19 and to remind you of verse 20 when your 
anger gets the best of you.

WEEK 2
Read James 1:19-27  //  Memory Verse: “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. 

Do what it says” (James 1:22).

19 Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20 for the anger 
of man does not produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and 
receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks 
intently at his natural face in a mirror. 24 For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets what he was like. 
25 But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a 
doer who acts, he will be blessed in his doing. 26 If anyone thinks he is religious and does not bridle his tongue but 
deceives his heart, this person’s religion is worthless. 27 Religion that is pure and undefiled before God the Father is 
this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.
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DAY 3
Read James 1:26-27

James explains that real religion is not shown by hearing the Word, but by doing the Word. One way to do God’s Word 
is to “bridle the tongue.”

1. It is possible to read the Bible, give money, go to church and do other “religious things” but not have a saving 
relationship with Jesus. What does James say in verse 26 is evidence that someone’s external religious actions do not 
reflect the person’s true heart? 

2. What does your speech reveal about your heart?

3. Ask God to show you any areas in which your actions aren’t genuine and to give you a desire to do the good you 
know you should do.

DAY 2
Read James 1:21-25

James tells us how to receive the Word of God. It was common in the ancient world for people to hear a teacher. If you 
followed the teacher and tried to live what he said, you were called a “disciple” of that teacher. We may say that Jesus 
is looking for disciples: doers, not mere hearers.

1. The Word planted in us that can save is the good news that Jesus Christ died on the cross for our sins and rose from 
the grave, and that through faith in Him we can be forgiven and have a relationship with God. Should our lives look the 
same if this Word is planted and growing in us?

2. When you look in the mirror of God’s Word (James 1:23), what do you see? What flaws does God’s Word expose in 
you?

3. The description in James 1:21 is like taking off dirty clothes. What aspects of your life before Jesus do you still need 
to “get rid of” (James 1:21)? Is there anything to keep you from making those changes?

4. You’ve taken a great step by joining us in reading God’s Word. Ask God to give you the faith to not just read it but 
to live it out, and the wisdom to know how to apply it. Remember that although God’s Word exposes our sin, the good 
news is that Jesus died to save us from it!
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DAY 5
Read James 1:1-27

Tests occur all day. Believers almost constantly get to choose God’s way or their old way of life, the way of the world. 
James calls believers “a kind of first-fruits of all he created” (1:18). Non-stop testing proves that God is patient to grow 
His children in faith. God’s truth assures His people of His love. When we trust God’s love for us as shown in Jesus 
Christ, we share that love with others. God’s faith-filled people care for those who need help. Faith-filled people look 
for those who are suffering and help them with Jesus’ kind of love.

1. James knew that we humans have an evil tendency to blame God when we find ourselves in trials. However, what 
does James 1:13-15 say about God and temptation?

2. We often fall into sin because we don’t understand how subtle temptation is. It starts with seemingly small 
compromises or unwise decisions, and then grows. If we want to avoid temptation or stand up to it when it comes, we 
need to be prepared. In what ways are you preparing yourself now for future temptations? Find someone to share your 
answer with.

3. When was a time you wish you had been “quick to listen” and “slow to speak” (v. 19)?

DAY 4
Read James 1:19-27

God plants His teaching in the hearts of His people. It is like a mirror. God’s Word shows us what is inside us. It shows 
us what God wants for us.

1. According to James 1:27, what does real religion look like?

2. How aware are you of the needs of those around you and in your community? Is there anything that keeps you from 
meeting their needs?

3. Orphans and widows represent the lowest ranks within greedy societies. When we care for the truly needy, we can 
expect nothing in return. How can you help the marginalized and needy in our community?

4.  Ask God to give you eyes to see how generous He has been toward you and a heart to pour out generosity on 
others.
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DAY 6
Read James 1

How can James help you clear up your confusion and mature your confidence in God as a disciple of Jesus Christ?

Attribute of God for the Week: Guide
God leads us in the way we should go. His Word teaches us how we are to live and think. Because God gives His 
children the Holy Spirit, they recognize His voice and follow Him. We can trust God to lead us in the right way. Without 
God’s guidance, we stumble and fall like people in the dark.
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DAY 1
Read James 2:1-4

Partiality and discrimination have no place in the family of God.

1. A significant part of Jesus’ ministry was to break down the walls that divided humanity and to bring unity in Him. In 
light of that, why is it wrong for believers to show favoritism?

2. The people in verses 3 and 4 are showing favoritism based on wealth and external appearances. Do you see that 
same temptation in your life? Do you show favoritism based on something else?

3. How do believers show favoritism today?

4. Ask God to reveal any areas in which you might be showing favoritism and ask Him to forgive you.

WEEK 3
Read James 2:1-13  //  Memory Verse: “If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, ‘love your neighbor as 

yourself,’ you are doing right” (James 2:8).

1 My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory. 2 For if a man 
wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in, 3 
and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, “You sit here in a good place,” while you say 
to the poor man, “You stand over there,” or, “Sit down at my feet,” 4 have you not then made distinctions among 
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are 
poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him? 6 But you 
have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court? 7 
Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called? 8 If you really fulfill the royal law 
according to the Scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show partiality, 
you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 10 For whoever keeps the whole law but fails 
in one point has become guilty of all of it. 11 For he who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not murder.” 
If you do not commit adultery but do murder, you have become a transgressor of the law. 12 So speak and so act 
as those who are to be judged under the law of liberty. 13 For judgment is without mercy to one who has shown no 
mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.
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DAY 3
Read James 2:5-7

Man’s partiality rarely agrees with God’s heart.

1.How does God’s view of the poor differ from the world’s view? Does your view differ from God’s?

2. James says that not only is favoritism to the rich wrong, but it also hasn’t actually benefitted the one showing them 
favoritism. In fact, the rich are the ones exploiting them. Have you ever put your hope in something or someone that 
let you down or that only took and never gave back?

3. Jesus came into the world without wealth, power or position. The glorious Lord Jesus Christ came as a baby. How 
does that impact your thinking about the passage in James and the deceptiveness of appearances?

4. Ask God to help you see people the way He sees them.

DAY 2
Read James 2:1-4

To show partiality indicates that we care more for the outward appearance than we do the heart. It also shows that we 
misunderstand who is important and blessed in God’s Kingdom.

1. Have you ever been judged based on your outward appearance?

2. Why might we tempted to show partiality to the rich or powerful? What does that say about our motivations?

3. How can remembering our affiliation with the “glorious Lord Jesus Christ” keep us from being impressed with the 
rich or powerful of this world?

4. Ask God to remind you of His glory and remind you that He is your provider, so that you won’t be tempted to be 
impressed by worldly wealth or compromise to gain access to its resources.
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DAY 5
Read James 2:10-13

James cautions us against selective obedience, the sort that will pick and choose which commands of God should be 
obeyed and which can be safely disregarded. Mercy should always triumph over judgment.

1. James is saying we can’t choose which of God’s commands we want to follow. Which commands do you find yourself 
most tempted to ignore?

2. God, who looks upon the hearts of all people, is rich in mercy. How has God shown mercy to you?

3. How can you show mercy to others?

DAY 4
Read James 2:8-9

Partiality is condemned throughout Scripture. James is reminding us that the poor man is just as much our neighbor as 
the rich man is.

1. One of the more subtle ways of evaluating our personal relationship with God is by taking a look at how we treat His 
people. What does James 2:8 say is God’s standard for how we should treat others?

2. We are pretty good at being aware of our own needs and looking after own interests. Whose needs and interests 
can you put before your own this week? Try to find someone from whom you will not benefit, or do it anonymously.

3. Ask God to make you aware of the needs around you and to give you a heart that delights to meet the needs  of 
others. 
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DAY 6
Read James 2:1-13

How has this week’s study impacted your thinking about partiality, discrimination, and God’s mercy?

Attribute of God for the Week: Merciful
God in His mercy does not give us what our sins deserve. He limits the extent of pain. He restrains evil and holds back 
sin. He makes His Gospel known in places where people have turned their backs on Him. God seeks those who are 
lost, alone, hurting and in need. He forgives and restores those who repent and turn to Him in faith.
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DAY 1
Read James 2:14-26

James thought it impossible that someone could genuinely have saving faith with no works.

1. How does James describe true faith?

2. What is the difference between intellectual belief and true faith?

3. How does that encourage or challenge you to live out your faith?

WEEK 4
Read James 2:14-26  //  Memory Verse: “As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without 

deeds is dead” (James 2:26).

14 What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a 
brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed 
and filled,” without giving them the things needed for the body, what good[a] is that? 17 So also faith by itself, if it 
does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart 
from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the 
demons believe—and shudder! 20 Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is useless? 
21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that faith 
was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his works; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, 
“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 24 You see 
that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 25 And in the same way was not also Rahab the prostitute 
justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another way? 26 For as the body apart 
from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead.
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DAY 3
Read James 2:14-26

James states that we can tell if faith is alive by seeing whether it is accompanied by works. If it does not have works, 
he says, it is dead.

1. Who are the two examples of authentic faith that James uses?

2. It is interesting to note that James uses one example of the faith of an insider, the man considered the father of the 
Jewish people, and another example of an outsider, a woman of questionable moral character from a pagan nation. 
What does James’ choice of such dramatically different people tell us about the nature of saving faith and whom it is 
available to?

3. Are there any types of people that you tend to view as beyond the reach of saving faith?

DAY 2
Read James 2:14-26

James speaks of a dead faith. Faith alone saves us, but it must be a living faith.

1. In James 2:18, what does James say is the evidence of faith?

2. What evidence of God-given faith do you see in your life?
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DAY 5
Read James 2

James uses Rahab and Abraham as examples of living faith. James perhaps is subtly rebuking partiality that may have 
developed between the Gentile believers and the Jewish Christ-followers. The lesson is clear: If we believe God, we 
will do what He says.

1. Read James 2:22. What truth have you heard this year but not yet begun to apply to your life?

2. Ephesians 2:8–9 says, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God -- not by works, so that no one can boast.” Paul and James aren’t contradicting. James is making clear 
that the kind of faith Paul is talking about produces fruit. How have your life, priorities and choices changed since you 
began following Jesus?

DAY 4
Read James 2:14-26

There is no such thing as a saving faith apart from knowing Jesus Christ. Authentic faith is God-given faith that reveals 
content, and generates new life to agree with and live by what is true.

1. What questions does James ask in this passage?

2. What commands does James give in this passage?

3. What can you learn from his choice of questions and commands?
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DAY 6
Review James 2

What have you learned about God this week? What have you learned about yourself?

Attribute of God for the Week: Impartial
God saves people regardless of what they have done or will do. He saves people who have families in church and 
people who do not. He saves people who are rich and those who are poor. He saves people who are smart and those 
who are not smart. He is always fair. There is nothing anyone can do to force God’s hand or put God in their debt. God 
will always do right by every person, in every situation. No one will be able to blame God for His judgments.
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DAY 1
Read James 3:1-2

James has a somber warning for those who would become teachers in the church, because their accountability is 
greater and they will receive a stricter judgment.

1. In 3 John 9, a church leader named Diotrephes is identified as someone who “loves to be first.” Jesus gave us a 
completely different example of what it means to be a leader and a person of influence. Other than for the good 
and growth of those they teach, why might someone want to become a church leader/teacher?

2. Take a moment and evaluate the various environments where you may have leadership or influence (work, 
school, home, church, friendships). In which of those environments do you find Diotrephes’ attitude showing up 
most in your life?

3. In which of those environments do you find it easiest to serve others?

4. Often we find it hardest to serve those who are closest to us. Why do you think that is?

WEEK 5
Read James 3  //  Memory Verse: “With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father and with it we curse human beings, 

who have been made in God’s image . . . My brothers and sisters, this should not be” (James 3:9-10).

1 Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater 
strictness. 2 For we all stumble in many ways. And if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, 
able also to bridle his whole body. 3 If we put bits into the mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole 
bodies as well. 4 Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong winds, they are guided by a 
very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5 So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great 
things How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6 And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. 
The tongue is set among our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life,[a] and set on 
fire by hell.[b] 7 For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by 
mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9 With it we bless our 
Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. 10 From the same mouth come 
blessing and cursing. My brothers,[c] these things ought not to be so. 11 Does a spring pour forth from the same 
opening both fresh and salt water? 12 Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither 
can a salt pond yield fresh water. 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good conduct let him show his 
works in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not boast 
and be false to the truth. 15 This is not the wisdom that comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. 
16 For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice. 17 But the wisdom from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. 18 And 
a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
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DAY 3
Read James 3:1-12

James tell us that no man can tame the tongue. The untamable tongue is even more dangerous when we consider the 
deadly poison it can deliver. Our speech should be consistently glorifying to God.

1. James is telling us that it is as unnatural for a Christian to live in sin as it is absurd for a fig tree to bear olives. In light 
of verse 8, what hope do we have of controlling our tongues by our own strength?

2. In your everyday conversation, do you ever find yourself guilty of praising God but cursing men, as James writes in 
verse 9?

3. How do you respond to careless criticism, gossip or angry outbursts from others? Are you quicker to confess your 
sins of speech and to forgive others than you are to be offended
or to disengage?

4. How do verses 2 and 10 make you feel about your tongue? How will they prompt you to pray?

DAY 2
Read James 3:3-6

James says the Spirit of God, working through the new creation we are, should direct the reins or the rudder that is 
our tongue.

1. Your tongue is small, but it can get you in big trouble and lead you places you don’t want to go. Have you seen that 
in your own life? 

2. Words can also be used for good. What are the most impactful positive words someone has spoken to you? What 
well-timed encouragement or compliment can you give this week to inspire others?

3. What needs to change, if anything, regarding the way you speak, text, or write?
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DAY 5
Read James 3:13-18

James says the tone of our speech reveals the type of wisdom we have. Wise and understanding individuals cooperate 
with the Spirit to control their tongues. That  faith in action hears and applies true, heavenly wisdom. Faith rejects 
faulty, worldly wisdom.

1. What does true wisdom look like, according to that passage?

2. How does your wisdom compare to that described in the passage?

3. What qualities in verse 17 do you most need to develop in your life?

DAY 4
Read James 3:1-12

James isn’t telling us to take a vow of silence. He is saying that we need to know the value of our words and the 
danger of our tongue.

1. Take a moment to think about your speech. Is it primarily fresh water or salt water that is coming out of your mouth?

2. After reflecting on your words this week, is there anyone to whom you need to apologize?

3. How are you personally challenged regarding your speech?
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DAY 6
Read James 3

What did you learn about yourself during this week’s study, and how did God use that to draw you closer to Him?

Attribute of God for the Week: Infinite
Everything about God is without limits. He has no beginning and no end; He has always existed, and He always will. 
No place can contain God, because He has no limits of any kind. God has unlimited power. That is why God can control 
our tongues. God’s knowledge has no limits. God the Father, Son, and Spirit are all the same: infinite.
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DAY 1
Read James 4:1-3

James accurately described strife among Christians with the terms “wars and fights.” Often the battles that happen 
among Christians are bitter and severe, and they tear the church body apart.

1. What are the two reasons we don’t have what we want? What might be some other reasons for unanswered prayer?

2. There are many reasons why our prayers are hindered or go unanswered by God:

Can you identify any of the hindrances above that you’ve had victory in when it comes to your prayer life? Are there 
one or two prayer hindrances you’d like to work on in order to “clear up the line to God”? Take some time and talk to 
God about it.

WEEK 6
Read James 4:1-12  //  Memory Verse: “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he 

will flee from you” (James 4:7).

1 What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions[a] are at war within you?[b] 
2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, 
because you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions. 4 You 
adulterous people![c] Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes 
to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture 
says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has made to dwell in us”? 6 But he gives more grace. Therefore it 
says, “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, 
and he will flee from you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and 
purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning 
and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you. 11 Do not speak evil against 
one another, brothers.[d] The one who speaks against a brother or judges his brother, speaks evil against the law and 
judges the law. But if you judge the law, you are not a doer of the law but a judge. 12 There is only one lawgiver and 
judge, he who is able to save and to destroy. But who are you to judge your neighbor?

1) Proverbs 21:13 .........................................................Fail to show compassion for the poor
2) 1 Peter 3:7 ............................................................................Fail to have a godly home life 
3) 1 John 5:14 ..............................................................Ask for something outside God’s will
4) Proverbs 28:9 ................................................................. Refuse to obey God’s commands
5) James 4:3-4 ................................................................................................ Selfish motives 
6) Luke 18:1-8 .............................................................................................. Lack persistence 
7) Psalm 66:18 ..................................................... Refuse to let go of or confess a known sin 
8) Matthew 5:23-24 ..........................................Refuse to right a wrong we have committed
9) Luke 18:9-14 ....................................................................................... Have spiritual pride 
10) Mark 11:25 .............................................................................Refuse to forgive someone 
11) Matthew 6:5 ............................................................................Pray to be heard by others 
12) Mark 11:23-24 .................................................................................................. Lack faith 
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DAY 3
Read James 4:1-10

James tells us God is a jealous God and that the grace He gives only comes to the humble. James uses a strong 
phrase, “resists the proud,” meaning that God sets Himself against the proud, as if a proud person is an invader of 
His territory.

1. Think for a moment about the reality of your sins and failures. It can be overwhelming. Then read James 4:6 again. 
How does it encourage you to know that you sin, “but [God] gives more grace”?

2. The proud are unwilling to seek help. They can’t ask for forgiveness because they believe that they have it all 
together or that they need to act like they do. The humble, on the other hand, are willing to admit their need and 
receive God’s gift. In what areas do you need to admit that you are weak and ask for God’s strength? What sin do 
you need to confess and ask for forgiveness?

3. What does God promise in James 4:8? Thank God for that truth and draw near to Him!

DAY 2
Read James 4:1-5

James agrees with the many passages in the Old Testament that tell us God is a jealous God and that He cannot 
bear to compete with the world for our love.

1. What is at the root of fights and quarrels (James 4:1)?

2. It might seem strange that we are called to love our neighbors, but James says friendship with the world is a 
problem. In this context, friendship isn’t casual but a sharing of all things, and “the world” is often used to describe a 
way of life that is opposed to the way of God. Why would that kind of friendship be a problem for a believer?

3. Are there any areas in your life in which you find yourself imitating the world rather than following God?
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DAY 5
Read James 4:1-12

James teaches us that everyone is born with a sinful nature. Even though believers in Jesus have the power to change 
their thoughts and actions, we still battle sin every day.

1. How do verses 7-10 improve our relationship with God? 

2. When are Christians supposed to reflect verse 9? When, if ever, has that happened to you?

DAY 4
Read James 4:11-12

James teaches us that the solution to strife is that we must get right with other people. The only way to do that is to 
humble ourselves and get right with God.

1. What underlying sins does James address in this passage? With which one do you struggle?

2. Verses such as James 4:12 are often used in our culture to say we should accept everyone’s choices no matter what. 
No judging! However, the slander in the context  indicates that they are talking to other people about the problem and 
that they don’t desire the person’s good. Has anyone ever confronted you in love about sin in your life? How did you 
respond? What can you learn from that situation?
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DAY 6
Read James 4:1-12

How could this passage impact the way you interact with others?

Attribute of God for the Week: Jealous
God’s jealousy is a jealousy of protective love. The Lord seals every believer to Himself through the Holy Spirit. Unlike 
human beings, God does not experience feelings of insecurity, fear and anxiety about His relationship with people. He 
is righteously angry when His children choose to devote their time and attention to lesser things. When God’s children 
turn their backs on Him, He pursues them.
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DAY 1
Read James 4:13-17

James cautions against an attitude of independence from God, rebuking the kind of heart that lives and makes its 
plans apart from the constant awareness of the hand of God, and with an underestimation of our own limitations.

1. Sometimes it can be hard to discern what we should do in the midst of planning for our future and decision-making. 
Who or what is central to your planning process? How can believers engage in wise planning while acknowledging 
God’s sovereignty?

2. What four areas of life are discussed in 4:13?

3. Take one minute to reflect on how 4:17 is true of you. What situation comes to mind?

WEEK 7
Read James 4:13-5:6  //  Memory Verse: “Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do 

and doesn’t do it, sins” (James 4:17).

4 13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and 
trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist that 
appears for a little time and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or 
that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever knows the right thing to do and 
fails to do it, for him it is sin.

5 1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you. 2 Your riches have rotted and your 
garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and 
will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days. 4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed 
your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the 
ears of the Lord of hosts. 5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts 
in a day of slaughter. 6 You have condemned and murdered the righteous person. He does not resist you.
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DAY 3
Read James 5:4-6

James says that although judgment has not yet come, the day of reckoning is nevertheless certain. God is offended by 
sin. He knows what happens. He will perfectly judge injustice according to His righteousness.

1. It can often seem like the wicked are getting ahead and getting away with it. You might even be tempted to join in. 
Does the knowledge that God hears the cries of the oppressed and hasn’t forgotten them comfort or convict you?

2. How can this help you take a long-term rather than a short-term view on life and your decisions?

3. Do you need to make any changes in your attitude toward money and the pursuit of it?

DAY 2
Read James 5:1-3

James refers to the destruction of three kinds of wealth: Stores of food are rotted, garments are moth-eaten, and gold 
and silver are corroded. Each one comes to nothing in its own way.

1. What is the problem that the wealthy face in James 5:1-3?

2. James cautions us to not be consumed by wealth and to trust God instead of money. As you look at your own life, 
do you have your hope in the right places? Are pursuing things that will last eternally or things that will rot?

3. Many of us have a natural tendency to think acquiring more things will help us feel better and more complete, and 
that usually works for a little while. God frequently challenges that sort of thinking by challenging us to be content with 
what we have. How would you rate your contentment level?

4. Do you find yourself continuously thinking life would be better “if I only had ________”? What does that thing you 
desire say about you?
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DAY 5
Read James 4:12-5:6

1. Write some personal lifetime goals that will help you fulfill your mission statement. They may include things such as 
your daily walk with Christ; personal holiness in thought, word, and deed; your responsibilities as a godly spouse or 
parent, etc.

2. Frequently examine your stewardship of the resources that God has entrusted to you. How are they furthering the 
Kingdom of God?

DAY 4
Read James 5:1-6

James had developed the idea of the need for complete dependence on God. He now is rebuking those most likely to 
live independently from God: the rich.

1. What will you have accomplished that matters in light of eternity? What have you accomplished that won’t last?

2. What changes can you make to your life to invest in people rather than things?

3. In view of God’s purpose for your life, write out a single-sentence personal mission statement.
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DAY 6
Read James 4:13-5:6

Through this week’s lesson, how is God moving you to engage with the world, share a truth about His Word or 
sacrificially show His love and kindness?

Attribute of God for the Week: Just
God’s justice is perfect. His decisions are always based on His righteous character. God cannot ignore sin, because 
He is holy. It would be unjust to ignore wickedness, rebellion and sin. God is just and does not show favoritism. Every 
penalty will be fair and right. God does not treat His children according to what their sins deserve, because Jesus 
suffered the full punishment for our sins. Because God is just, He will never punish His children for the sin for which 
Jesus paid on the cross.
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DAY 1
Read James 5:7-9

James instructs us that we are to wait upon God, to not lose hear, and to wait patiently and endure until the coming of 
the Lord.

1. Reading through Psalms shows that we can be real about what’s going on and what we think in the midst of a tough 
situation, and still remain faithful and patient. Jot down a few of your own thoughts and/or emotions about a tough 
season in your life or a test you’ve encountered. Also try to include anything you can think of that God has done for you.

2. In James 5:7-9, how does the farmer image relate to our waiting? In what situation in your life could you take a 
lesson from the farmer?

3. Are you more prone to patience like the farmer, or to complaining and grumbling? What do your complaints say 
about you and your view of God? How can you turn your complaints into praises?

WEEK 8
Read James 5:7-20  //  Memory Verse: “Therefore, confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you 

may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective” (James 5:16).

7 Be patient, therefore, brothers,[a] until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the 
earth, being patient about it, until it receives the early and the late rains. 8 You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, 
for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; 
behold, the Judge is standing at the door. 10 As an example of suffering and patience, brothers, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of 
the steadfastness of Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful. 12 
But above all, my brothers, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or by any other oath, but let your “yes” be yes 
and your “no” be no, so that you may not fall under condemnation. 13 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. 
Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let 
them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer of faith will save the one who is 
sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven. 16 Therefore, confess your sins to 
one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it 
is working.[b] 17 Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three 
years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 18 Then he prayed again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore 
its fruit. 19 My brothers, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and someone brings him back, 20 let him know 
that whoever brings back a sinner from his wandering will save his soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
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DAY 3
Read James 5:13-16

James has the same advice for both the suffering one and the cheerful one: Take it all to the Lord. James also says that 
the elders of the church should pray. James considers prayer as the key to spiritual healing.

1. According to this passage, what should you do when you are: In trouble? Happy? Sick? How apt are you to do any 
of those?

2. If prayer isn’t your first instinct when you have trouble, how do you think you could change that?

3. Do you have anyone in your life that you can confess your sins to? If not, take a minute to pray that God would give 
you the humility to confess to someone. Who could partner with you in confession and prayer?

DAY 2
Read James 5:10-12

James reminds us that the men of faith in the Old Testament endured hardship, yet practiced patient endurance.

1. James uses the Old Testament prophets as an example of patience in the face of suffering. Some, such as Jeremiah, 
suffered at the hands of both foreign nations and their own people, but they hoped in the Lord and His promises. How 
can remembering that the Lord’s coming is near (James 5:7-8) help you persevere?

2. You probably don’t feel blessed in the midst of suffering, but Jesus says in Matthew 5:11-12, “Blessed are you 
when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, 
because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 
Why do you think it is so hard to remember this in the moment? Are there any issues in your life for which you need to 
change your perspective?

3. In what areas of your life do you need God’s help to persevere?
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DAY 5
Read James 5:19-20

Having introduced the topics of endurance in trials, sin and confession, James reminds us of the need to confront 
those who have wandered from the truth.

1. “Wanders from the truth” is a good picture. Most people don’t wander deliberately; it just sort of happens. To 
prevent ourselves from giving in to our sinful desires, we need to set up safeguards and develop strategies. Can you 
think of any safeguards or strategies you have seen others use at work, at home, or in their personal or social life to 
help them avoid temptation? Which ones do you use?

2. How are confession and prayer a part of the healing process when you do wander?

3. Who will pray with you for God’s will to become your heart’s desire in all circumstances?

DAY 4
Read James 5:17-18

James reminds us that the prophets of old were just like us, and prayed fervently and faithfully. Elijah, one of the great 
prophets, is used as an example of answered prayer.

1. Does God give you extra strength to do His will? What kind of strength do you need right now?

2. In this story, God clearly showed Himself as the “Higher Power.” What is your biggest struggle in submitting yourself 
fully to God?
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DAY 6
Read James 5:7-20

What did you learn about prayer this week, and what will you put into practice?

Attribute of God for the Week: Long-suffering
God is patient, or long-suffering, and not at all precipitous or unreasonable in His dealings with sinful, rebellious 
mankind. In the Old Testament, God is repeatedly described as “slow to anger.” God’s long-suffering is the power that 
He exercises over Himself, allowing Him to bear with sinners, forbearing long in punishing them. He could put an end 
to human rebellion immediately, but God has pity on people whose lives are broken by sin. He loves His creation. His 
plan is to restore creation and reconcile repentant sinners to Himself. Today is the day of salvation, but one day God 
will come to judge all people.
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